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Translator's Note

All praise and thanks are due to Allah, the Lord of the worlds. We cannot find
words to praise Him, AS He only sees fit how laudation should be addressed to
Him. We seek refuge in Allah from the evils within ourselves and the evils of our
bad deeds. Whosoever Allah guides will never be led astray, and whosoever He
leads astray will never find guidance. We bear witness that there is no god but
Allah, the One without any associate, and We bear witness that Muhammad is
His Messenger and bondman, peace and blessings be upon him, his kith and kin,
his Companions and all those who follow their guidance until the Day of
Judgment.

The Glorious Qur'an will continue to be the sole everlasting miracle till the
Day of Judgement. It is the Word of Allah, Exalted be He, sent to His chosen
Prophet, Muhammad (Peace be upon him) who endeavored with all his might
and main to convey and explain it to the whole world. He visualizes to the whole
world its inherent wisdom and admonition. The Glorious Qur'an, however,
recounts a number of stories that took place throughout far-remote points of
history which are full of events that one's eyes and mind cannot fail to grasp its
admonition and advice. These admonitions and advice, if seriously considered,
can verify and restore to the right course a great number of false beliefs and
concepts.Allah the Almighty says: {Thus We relate to you (O Muhammad
(Peace be upon him)) some information of what happened before. And
indeed We have given you from Us a Reminder (this Qur'an)}. (Ta-Ha,
99)

Given the significance of these stories, not a small number of Muslim
scholars exerted efforts to compile, verify and comment on them. Ibn Katheer
(May Allah rest his soul) is a pioneer in that respect. His voluminous Al-Bidayah
wan-Nihayah (The Beginning and the End) relates the stories of Allah's prophets
and world nations since the beginning of history. Truly, he successfully managed
to find the relationship between the details cited in the Glorious Qur'an and the
Prophetic Hadiths of Prophet Muhammad (Peace be upon him) that explained
and clarified the incidents that took place. He also tried his best to portrait the
characters of heroes of our stories and their relevant backgrounds. So doing, he
presented a lively easy account of these stories of the Glorious Qur'an.

Here, I must admit that translating this book Stories of the Qur'an was not an
easy thing. As the original book of Ibn Katheer was full of details, the translation
underwent some abridgment, without impairing the contents of the book. Also, I
have left out most of the Invented Hadiths, Al-Mawdu at, that were 'falsely’
attributed to Prophet Muhammad (Peace be upon him) throughout the book (by
other than Ibn Katheer of course!). However, it goes without saying that the
style of the Arabic language is totally different from that of English. This forced
me to make so many changes in the form of presenting the text with a view to
rendering it more readable and easily understood by our dear reader.
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In conclusion, I would like to thank all those who helped to publish this book. I
pray to Allah to accept all our efforts as sincere deeds done solely for His Sake,
for it is He alone Whose reward is of any real significance.

Translator Ali As-Sayed Al- Halawani
Department of English, Faculty of Alsun, Minia University
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Publisher's Note

All Praise is due to Allah and much peace and many blessings be upon the
Messenger of Allah, his family, his companions, his followers and those who
disseminate his call until the Day of Judgment.

Here we are with the book Stories of the Qur'an by Al-Hafiz Isma" il Ibn
Katheer Ad- Dimashqi (May Allah rest his soul), taking a tour throughout the
stories mentioned in the Glorious Qur' an pertaining to which Allah the Almighty
says: {Indeed in their stories, there is a lesson for men of
understanding}. (Yusuf, 111) Yes, in order to find admonition, lessons and
exemplary models!

This book of ours handles the stories that are cited in the Glorious Qur'an,
gathered from the book titled, Al-Bidayah wan-Nihayah (The Beginning and
the End). The book also covers a number of stories that were not included in Al-
Bidayah wan-Nihayah, such as that of Harut and Marut. Also, stories of Allah's
Prophets and Messengers (Peace be upon them all) are not included here as they
are already detailed in Ibn Katheer's other book Stories of the Prophets. One
should know that Dar Al-Manarah issued three successive releases of this
valuable book during the years 2000-2001.

We would like to thank "Ali As-Sayed Al-Halawani for his efforts in
translating and revising this work. Great appreciation is due also to Sa"id Fares,
our respected reviser, under whose guidance and supervision the subject matter
took proper form.

Finally, all Praise and Thanks are due to Allah, MostHigh.
Dar Al-Manarah Director, M. "Uthman
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BIOGRAPHY OF IBN KATHEER
(700 -774 A.H.)
(May Allah bless his soul)

“Imad Ad-Deen Isma'il Ibn “Umar IbnKatheer Al-Basri Ad-Dimashqgi was born in
700 A.H., or shortly afterwards. After the decease of his father, Ibn Katheer,
aged seven then, headed for Damascus, accompanied by his elder brother. He
owed much of his learning to Ibn Ashginah, Al-Amadi, Ibn " Asakir and others,
may Allah be pleased with them all. He immensely revered Ibn Taimiyah, may
Allah bless his soul, whose views he believed, defended and mostly abided by,
particularly as regards divorce. It was on account of this that he went through an
ordeal and was made to suffer a lot.

Ibn Katheer was widely acclaimed for the sublime degree of learning that he
so admirably attained. Scholars have unanimously attested to his well-
versedness, particularly in the fields of the exegesis of the Glorious Qur'an,
Hadith and history. Ibn Habeeb describes him as "the leader of all men engaged
in the exegesis (of the Qur'an). He amassed and categorized all (the knowledge)
he heard. People marveled at his fatwas and benefited from his teachings. His
fatwas grew widely popular all across the country. He was renowned for his
precision and was proclaimed as the beacon of history, Hadith and exegesis (of
the Qur'an)." Ibn Hijji, one of his students, owed: "Of all our contemporaries, he
(Ibn Katheer) was the best at memorizing authentic Hadiths and the most
knowledgeable as to assessing the degree of reliability and honesty of Hadith-
narrators as well as authentic and non-authentic Hadiths. His comrades and
mentors acknowledge every word of the above. I would frequently visit him, and
every time I was in his company I benefited from him."

Ibn Katheer lost his eyesight shortly before he died in 774 A. H. He was buried at
the Sufis cemetery along with his mentor Ibn Taimiyah. Among his best-known
works is his masterpiece in history Al-Bidayah wan-Nihayah (The Beginning and
the End) .He also interpreted part of Al Bukhari's Sahih (book of authentic
Hadiths). By and large, Ibn Katheer's admirable knowledge and well-versedness
are best manifested to whoever reads his two best celebrated masterpieces; his
interpretation and his book of history.
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In the Name ofAllah, Most Gracious, Most Merciful
(1)
The Story of Habil and Qabil
“Able and Cain”
The First Crime on Earth

Allah the Almighty says:

{And (O Muhammad (Peace be upon him» recite to them (the
Jews) the story of the two sons of Adam (Habil and Qabil) in truth;
when each offered a sacrifice (to Allah), it was accepted from the one
but not from the other. The latter said to the former: "I will surely kill
you." The former said: "Verily, Allah accepts only from those who are
Al-Muttaqun (the pious).” "If you do stretch your hand against me to
kill me, I shall never stretch my hand against you to kill you: for I fear
Allah, the Lord of the "Alamin (mankind, jinn, and all that exists)."
"Verily, I intend to let you draw my sin on yourself as well as yours,
then you will be one of the dwellers of the Fire; and that is the
recompense of the Zalimin (polytheists and wrong-doers);" So the Nafs
(self) of the other (latter one) encouraged him and made fair-seeming
to him the murder of his brother; he murdered him and became one of
the losers; Then Allah sent a crow who scratched the ground to show
him to hide the dead body of his brother; He (the murderer) said: "Woe
to me! Am I not even able to be as this crow and to hide the dead body
of my brother?" Then he became one of those who regretted}. (Al--
Ma'idah, 27-31)

Narrated As-Sadiy on the authority of Abu Malik and Abu Salih after Ibn
'Abbas (May Allah be pleased with him) and on the authority of Ibn Mas" ud and
other Companions that Adam (Peace be upon him) used to get the male brought
by one birth married to the female brought by the other. Hence, it was supposed
that Abel would get married to Cain's sister who was better and more beautiful
than anyone else. At the same time, Cain wanted to keep her for himself. Adam
(Peace be upon him) ordered him to allow' Abel to marry her, but he totally
refused. Then, Adam (Peace be upon him) ordered both (Abel and Cain) to offer
a sacrifice to Allah Almighty. Meanwhile, Adam set forth towards Mecca to
perform Pilgrimage. Just before leaving, Adam tried to entrust (the affairs of) his
children to the heavens, the earth and finally to the mountains, but all declined
to shoulder the (heavy) trust. Thereupon, Cain accepted the trust and after
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Adam went away they (Abel and Cain) offered their sacrifices to Allah. Abel
offered a fat she-goat, while Cain offered a bundle of bad plants. Later, a fire
came down from heaven and consumed the sacrifice offered by Abel and left
untouched that of Cain. Cain became livid with rage and said to his brother: I will
kill you so as not to marry my sister, Abel said: {Verily, Allah accepts only
from those who are Al-Muttaqun (the pious)}.

'Abdullah Ibn ~Amr (May Allah be pleased with both of them) said: By Allah!
The murdered (Abel) was stronger (than the murderer, Cain), but he refused to
stretch his hand against his brother to kill him due to his piety and God-fearing.

Abu Ja’ far Al-Bagir mentioned that Adam (Peace be upon him) was present
there when they offered their sacrifices. After Abel's sacrifice was accepted, Cain
said to his father, Adam: "It was accepted only from him because you invoked
Allah for his sake." And, he secretly intended something against his brother. One
day, Abel was late and Adam sent Cain to look for him. The two brothers met
and Cain said: "Your sacrifice was accepted and mine was not." Abel said:
"{Verily, Allah accepts only from those who are Al-Muttaqun (the
pious)}." Cain got angry and hit his brother with an iron rod and Abel fell dead
at once.

It was said: Cain killed Abel by throwing a rock at his head while he was
asleep. It was also said: Cain choked Abel violently and bit him to death as
beasts do. However, Abel's saying when Cain threatened to kill him: {If you do
stretch your hand against me to kill me, I shall never stretch my hand
against you to kill you: for I fear Allah, the Lord of the" Alamin
(mankind, jinn, and all that exists)} (Al-Ma'idah, 28) indicated his good
morals and ethics, his fear from Allah, and perfect piety that he may harm his
brother, in contrast with the odious deed intended by his brother, Cain. For this,
Abu Bakrah (May Allah be pleased with him) reported Allah's Messenger (Peace
be upon him) as saying: "'When two Muslims confront each other and the one
amongst them attacks his brother with a weapon, both of them get into Hell-
Fire." He (Ahnaf, one of the sub-narrators) said: 'I said, or it was said: Messenger
of Allah! It may be the case of one who kills, but what about the slain (why he
would be put in Hell-Fire)?' Thereupon, he (Peace be upon him) said: 'He also
intended to kill his companion. "

Allah the Almighty says: {Verily, I intend to let you draw my sin (on
yourself) as well as yours, then you will be one of the denizens of the
Fire; and that is the recompense of the Zalimun (polytheists and
wrong-doers)}. (Al-Ma'idah, 29) i.e. I do not intend to fight against you
though I am myself far stronger and tougher than you are, but you will {draw
my sin on yourself as well as yours}, i.e. you will bear the sin of murdering
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me along with your previous sins.!

Narrated Imam Ahmed, Abu Dawud and At-Tirmidhi on the authority of Sa'd Ibn
Abu Wagqgas his statement upon the ordeal of ~Uthman Ibn " Affan that reads: I
testify that Allah's Messenger (Peace be upon him) said: "There will be soon a
period of turmoil in which the one who sits will be better than one who stands
and the one who stands will be better than one who walks and the one who
walks will be better than one who runs." Someone said: ‘Allah’'s Messenger! What
is your opinion if someone entered my home and stretched his hand to kill me?'
Allah’s Messenger (Peace be upon him) said: 'Be just like the son of Adam

(Abel). "Narrated by Ibn Mardwiyah after Hudhaifah Ibn Al- Yaman in another
wording as saying: "Be just like the best of Adam's two sons."

Imam Ahmed transmitted after Mu awiyah and Waki" their saying: We were
told by Al- A ° mash on the authority of *Abdullah Ibn Murrah after Masruq after
" Abdullah Ibn Mas’ ud (May Allah be pleased with him) as saying: The Prophet
(Peace be upon him) said, "None (no human being) is killed or murdered
(unjustly), but a part of responsibility for the crime is laid on the first son of
Adam who invented the tradition of killing (murdering on earth). " (Ahmed's
Musnad)

However, there is a cave, called the "Blood Cave", in a mountain located to
the northern part of Syria. It is thought to be the scene of the crime where Cain
killed his brother Abel. The people living there came to know this through the
People of the Book (Christians and Jews) and only Allah Almighty knows the
validity or realness of this. .Al-Hafiz Ibn " Asakir mentioned in the biography of
Ahmed Ibn Katheer that "He (Ahmed) saw in a dream Allah's Messenger (Peace
be upon him), Abu Bakr, “Umar and Abel. Ahmed came to know from Abel -who
took an oath of that- it was his own blood (that was spilt there (in that very
cave)). Abel said that he had asked Allah Almighty to make the invocations and
supplications offered in that place acceptable. Allah accepted his own invocations
and His Messenger, Muhammad (Peace be upon him) believed in that and said: I
(Allah's Messenger), Abu Bakr and *“Umar used to visit that place every
Thursday. "However, it is to be stated that this narration represents only a
vision. Even if it were true, no religious ruling can ever be based on such a thing;
and Allah knows best!

Allah Almighty says: {Then, Allah sent a crow who scratched the
ground to show him how to hide the dead body of his brother. He (the
murderer) said: "Woe to me! Am I not even able to be as this crow and
to hide the dead body of my brother? "Then he became one of those
who regretted}. (Al-Ma'idah, 31) Some interpreters said: "After Cain had killed

! As for the Prophetic Hadith that was transmitted by some other narrators that reads: "The killer will bear
all sins of the slain", no one even knows its degree of validity: whether it be Authentic, Good, or even Weak.
It cannot be found in any of the Prophetic Hadith Compilations.
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his brother, he carried him on his back for a full year (not knowing what to do
with his brother's corpse!)." Others said: He carried him on his back for one
hundred years till Allah Almighty sent two crows who fought against one
another. One of them was killed. The murderer scratched the ground to hide the
body of the dead crow. Seeing him doing that, Cain said: Woe to me! Am I not
even able to do as this crow and to hide the dead body of my brother? Then, he
buried the body of his dead brother and covered it with earth.

Historians said: Adam became very sick at heart and felt great sorrow for his
dead son, Abel. Mujahid said: Cain was brought punishment very soon
afterwards. On the same day he killed his brother, Abel, his foot was tied up to
his thighbone and his face was forcibly directed up to the sun disk. His face used
to go where the sun goes as a way of punishment and penalty in return for what
he had done to his own brother. Allah's Messenger (Peace be upon him) said:
"There is no sin more recurring punishment (very rapidly) in the present life,
along with what awaits for its doer in the Hereafter, than transgression and
severing the ties of relationship. "

Imam Abu J @' far mentioned in his Tarikh "History" on the authority of some
people who had said: Eve gave birth to forty children through twenty births. Ibn
Ishaq viewed the same and he mentioned their names in detail. However,
nothing is sure of their names or numbers. Only Allah knows best and no one
else can know their exact number! Others said: there were one hundred and
twenty births, in each one a male and a female were born. The first among them
were Cain and his sister Qalimah, and the last ones were * Abdul Mughith and his
sister Ummul Mughith. Then, humans increased in number and spread into the
earth. Allah Almighty says: {O mankind! Be dutiful to your Lord, Who
created you from a single person (Adam), and from him (Adam) He
created his wife [Hawwa (Eve)], and from them both He created many
men and women; and fear Allah through Whom you demand (your
mutual rights), and (do not cut the relations of) the wombs (kinship).
Surely, Allah is Ever an All-Watcher over you}. (An-Nisa', 1)

Historians said: Adam did not die till he saw from among his progeny and
offspring four hundred thousand persons (400.000). Only Allah knows best!

Allah, the Almighty says: {It is He Who has created you from a single
person (Adam), and (then) He has created from him his wife [Hawwa'
(Eve)], in order that he might enjoy the pleasure of living with her.
When he had sexual relation with her, she became pregnant and she
carried it about lightly. Then when it became heavy, they both invoked
Allah, their Lord (saying): "If You give us a Salih (good in every aspect)
child, we shall indeed be among the grateful." But when He gave them
a Salih (good in every aspect) child, they ascribed partners to Him
(Allah) in that which He has given to them. High be Allah, Exalted
above all that they ascribe as partners to Him}. (Al-A'raf, 189, 190) Adam
was mentioned first to draw the attention of the reader of the Qur'an, then
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whom was mentioned second was the whole race of mankind. This is done by
way of mentioning the whole race of mankind after mentioning the forefather
thereof; Allah the Almighty says: {And indeed We created man (Adam) out
of an extract of clay (water and earth). Thereafter We made him (the
offspring of Adam) as a Nutfah (mixed drops of the male and female
sexual discharge and lodged it) in a safe lodging (Womb of the
woman)}. (Al-Mu'minun, 12, 13); and in: {And indeed We have adorned
the nearest heaven with lamps, and We have made such lamps (as)
missiles to drive away the Shayatin (devils)}. (Al-Mulk, 5) Where it is well-
known that the "lamps as missiles"” are not the same as lamps of adornment, but
He turned from a single category or person to the whole race.

Adam (Peace be upon him) was. the father of mankind. He was created by
the Hand of Allah Who breathed out of His Soul into him, Who made the Angels
prostrate themselves before him, Who taught him names of everything, and Who
made him dwell in His spacious Paradise. Narrated Ibn Hibban in his Sahih on
the authority of Abu Dharr his saying: "I said, 0 Allah's Messenger! How many
were the Prophets of Allah?' He (Peace be upon him) said: 'One hundred twenty
-four thousands.' I said: 'O Allah’s Messenger! How many were the Messengers
among them?' He (Peace be upon him) said: 'Three hundred and thirteen, a
great number!' I said: 'O Allah's Messenger! Who was the first among them? 'He
(Peace be upon him) said: ‘Adam.' I said: 'O Allah's Messenger! Was he a
Prophet sent with a Message?' He (Peace be upon him) said: 'Yes, Allah the
Almighty created him with His Hand, then, breathed into him out of His Soul,
then, He fashioned him (in a very proper manner). "

In the Night Journey Hadith that can be found in the two Sahihs -Al-Bukhari
and Muslim -Prophet Muhammad (Peace be upon him) said: "So the gate was
opened and we went over the nearest heaven and there we saw a man sitting
with some people on his right and some on his left. When he looked towards his
right, he laughed and when he looked towards his left he wept. Then he said,
'Welcome! 0 pious Prophet and pious son!' I asked Gabriel: 'Who is he?' He
replied: 'He is Adam and the people on his right and left are the souls of his
offspring. Those on his right are the people of Paradise and those on his left are
the people of Hell and when he looks towards his right he laughs and when he
looks towards his left he weeps. " (Al-Bukhari and Muslim)

Regarding the Prophetic Hadith that reads: "Then, I passed by Yusuf
(Joseph) and I found him to be granted half of beauty."Some scholars explained
that it means that he was given half of the beauty Adam was granted. Indeed,
this is very suitable and convincing! That Allah, the Almighty created Adam,
fashioned him by His Hand and breathed into him out of His Soul, for all these
Allah the Almighty must have created the best of all things.

It was narrated on the authority of *Abdullah Ibn 'Umar and' Abdullah Ibn
'Amr that: When Allah the Almighty created Paradise, the Angels said: "'Our
Lord! Make this for us for You created for mankind the present world in which
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they eat and drink." Allah the Almighty said: ‘By My Glory and Loftiness! I will not
equalize between the pious from among those whom I created with My Hand,
and those whom When I said "Be ", they were!" It was narrated in the two
Sahihs -Bukhari and Muslim that Abu Hurairah (May Allah be pleased with him)
reported Allah's Messenger (Peace be upon him) as saying: Allah, the Exalted
and Glorious created Adam in His own image with His length of sixty cubits, and
as He created him He told him to greet that group, and that was a party of
angels sitting there, and listen to the response that they give him, for it would
form his greeting and that of his offspring. Adam then addressed them: Peace be
upon you! They (the angels) said: May there be peace upon you and the Mercy
of Allah, and they made an addition of "Mercy of Allah". So he who would get
into Paradise would get in the form of Adam, his length being sixty cubits, then
the people who followed him continued to diminish in size up to this day. "(Al-
Bukhari and Muslim)
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In the Name of Allah, Most Gracious, Most Merciful
(2)
Harut and Marut

Allah the Almighty says:

{They followed what the Shayatin (devils) gave out (falsely of the
magic) in the lifetime of Sulaiman (Solomon). Sulaiman did not
disbelieve, but the Shayatin (devils) disbelieved, teaching men magic
and such things that came down at Babylon to the two angels, Harut
and Marut but neither of these two (angels) taught anyone (such
things) till they had said, "We are only for trial, so disbelieve not (by
learning this magic from us). "And from these (angels) people learn
that by which they cause separation between man and his wife, but
they could not thus harm anyone except by Allah's Leave. And they
learn that which harms them and profits them not. And indeed they
knew that the buyers of it (magic) would have no share in the
Hereafter. And how bad indeed was that for which they sold their own
selves, if they but knew. And if they had believed and guarded
themselves from evil and kept their duty to Allah, far better would have
been the reward from their Lord, if they but knew!}. (Al-Bagarah, 102,
103)

Narrated Al-" Ufi in his interpretation on the authority of Ibn *Abbas (May
Allah be pleased with him) pertaining to Allah's Statement {They followed
what the Shayatin (devils) gave out (falsely of the magic) in the
lifetime of Sulaiman (Solomon). Sulaiman did not disbelieve, but the
Shayatin (devils) disbelieved, teaching men magic and such things that
came down at Babylon to the two angels, Harut and Marut but neither
of these two (angels) taught anyone (such things) till they had said,
"We are only for trial, so disbelieve not (by learning this magic from
us).”...} When Sulaiman lost his kingdom, great numbers from among mankind
and the jinn renegaded and followed their lusts. But, when Allah restored to
Sulaiman his kingdom and the renegade came to follow the Straight Path once
again, Sulaiman seized their holy scriptures which he buried underneath his
throne. Shortly after, Sulaiman (Peace be upon him) died. In no time, the men
and the Jinn uncovered the buried scriptures and said: This was a book revealed
by Allah to Sulaiman who hid it from us. They took it as their religion and Allah
the Almighty revealed His Saying: {And when there came to them a
Messenger from Allah confirming what was with them, a party of those
who were given the Scripture threw away the Book of Allah behind
their backs as if they did not know!}. (Al-Bagarah, 101) and they followed
what the devils gave out, i.e. musical instruments, play and all that blocks the
remembrance of Allah.
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Narrated Ibn Abu Hatim: I was told by Abu Sa' id Al-Ashaj after Abu Usamah
after Al-A' mash after Al-Minhal after Sa'id Ibn Jubair after Ibn *Abbas (May Allah
be pleased with him) as saying: Asif was Sulaiman's scribe. He knew the
Greatest Name of Allah and used to write what he was ordered to by Sulaiman,
then, bury it underneath the throne. After Sulaiman's death, the devils got it out
and wrote between each two lines magical and blasphemous things. They said:
"this is what Sulaiman used to apply and act upon." The ignorant among the
people regarded Sulaiman as a disbeliever and continued to insult him till
Muhammad (Peace be upon him) was sent with the Glorious Qur'an that reads:
{They followed what the, Shayatin (devils) gave out (falsely of the
magic) in the lifetime of Sulaiman (Solomon). Sulaiman did not
disbelieve, but the Shayatin (devils) disbelieved}.

Narrated Ibn Jarir: I was told by Abu As-Sa'ib Salamah Ibn Junadah As-
Sawa'i after Abu Mu" awiyah after Al-A” mash after Al-Minhal after Sa"id Ibn
Jubair on the authority of Ibn “Abbas (May Allah be pleased with him) as saying:
When Sulaiman wanted to answer the call of nature or to make love with any of
his wives, he used to give his ring to a woman called Al-Jaradah. When Allah the
Almighty wanted to afflict Sulaiman, he gave his ring to that woman. Afterwards,
Satan came to her in the form of Sulaiman and took the ring from her. When
Satan put the ring on, all mankind, the jinn and Devils submitted to him. Then,
Sulaiman came seeking his ring from her and she said: "You are a liar, you are
not Sulaiman." Thus, Sulaiman knew that it was a test from Allah the Almighty.
Upon this, the devils were free to do whatever they wished. So, they wrote down
books of black magic and blasphemy which they buried underneath the throne of
Sulaiman. After Sulaiman's death, they uncovered these books and said to the
people: Verily, Sulaiman used to prevail with the help of these books.
Consequently, the people declared their innocence of Sulaiman and declared him
to be a disbeliever till the advent of Prophet Muhammad (Peace be upon him)
who came with the Qur'anic Verse that reads: {Sulaiman did not disbelieve,
but the Shayatin (devils) disbelieved}. Then, Ibn Jarir said: I was told by
Ibn Hamid after Jarir after Husain Ibn ~Abdur Rahman after " Imran as saying:
While we were with Ibn “Abbas (May Allah be pleased with them), a man came
and Ibn " Abbas asked him: Where do you come from? The man said: from Iraq.
Ibn "Abbas asked: which city? The man said: Kufa. Ibn “Abbas asked: What is
the latest news there? The man said: I left them talking about " Ali's departing
for them. Ibn *Abbas (May Allah be pleased with him) said: how dare you say
so! If we felt that (he is departing us for the people of Kufa), we would not
marry his women, or divide his properties among us. However, I will tell you the
truth: the angels used to descend on the clouds and mention this or that matter
decreed in the Heaven. The devils listen stealthily to such a matter, come down
to inspire the soothsayers with it, and the latter would add to it one hundred lies
of their own. The people believe in them and regard them trustworthy. Allah the
Almighty informed Sulaiman with the matter and enabled him to bury these lies
under his throne. After his death, one of the devils said: I can lead you to
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Sulaiman's dearest and most precious treasure. It is under his throne.
Consequently, they uncovered it and said: this is magic. Afterwards, it continued
to be copied and acted upon and what the Iraqi people practice nowadays is
nothing but its remnants. Allah the Almighty revealed: {They followed what
the Shayatin (devils) gave out (falsely of the magic) in the lifetime of
Sulaiman (Solomon). Sulaiman did not disbelieve, but the Shayatin
(devils) disbelieved, teaching men magic and such things that came
down at Babylon to the two angels, Harut and Marut but neither of
these two (angels) taught anyone (such things) till they had said, "We
are only for trial, so disbelieve not (by learning this magic from us). "
And from these (angels) people learn that by which they cause
separation between man, and his wife, but they could not thus harm
anyone except by Allah's Leave. And they learn that which harms them
and profits them not. And indeed they knew that the buyers of it
(magic) would have no share in the Hereafter}.

As-Sadiy said: Allah's Saying: {They followed what the Shayatin
(devils) gave out (falsely of the magic) in the lifetime of Sulaiman
(Solomon). Sulaiman did not disbelieve, but the Shayatin (devils)
disbelieved}, i.e. the devils used to listen stealthily to the talks of the angels
concerning what happens to those on earth: death, unseen matters or divine
ordainments. Then, they come down to inspire the soothsayers with it and the
latter would tell the people with it. The people believe in them and regard them
trustworthy. Time after time, the soothsayers trusted the devils who later on
used to add to each word one-hundred lies of their own. The people started to
write down these matters and it circulated among the Children of Israel that the
Jinn know the Unseen. Sulaiman moved quickly and gathered all these writings
and put them in a chest and buried it under his throne. All the devils who tried to
even approach the chest were burnt alive. Sulaiman declared that he would
behead anyone who claims that the devils know the Unseen. After Sulaiman's
death and that of the godly-scholars who knew it well, a devil came in the form
of a human being to the people and said: I will lead you to an everlasting
treasure that will never run out. He ordered them to dig under Sulaiman's throne
and he took a side. He said to them: kill me if you find nothing. They dug it and
found these writings. Thereupon, the devil said: Only with this magic, Sulaiman
could overcome mankind, the Jinn and birds. Then, he flew away. It was
rumored and circulated that Sulaiman had been a sorcerer. The Children of Israel
kept these writings and disputed with Prophet Muhammad (Peace be upon him)
regarding them. But Allah the Almighty revealed to him His Saying: {They
followed what the Shayatin (devils) gave out (falsely of the magic) in
the lifetime of Sulaiman (Solomon). Sulaiman did not disbelieve, but
the Shayatin (devils) disbelieved}.

Narrated Ar-Rabi' Ibn Anas: the Jews used to ask Prophet Muhammad
(Peace be upon him) about matters from the Torah, and every time they ask
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him, Allah reveals to him that with which he defeats and overcomes them.
Thereupon, they said: Muhammad knows what has been revealed to us better
than we do! Then, they asked him about sorcery and Allah revealed His
Statement: {They followed what the Shayatin (devils) gave out (falsely
of the magic) in the lifetime of Sulaiman (Solomon). Sulaiman did not
disbelieve, but the Shayatin (devils) disbelieved, teaching men magic
and such things that came down at Babylon to the two angels, Harut
and Marut}. And He informed His Prophet Muhammad (Peace be upon him)
that the devils wrote a book about sorcery and soothsaying and buried it under
Sulaiman's throne. Verily, Sulaiman was not knowledgeable about the Unseen.
When he died, the devils got that magic out and deceived the people by saying:
this is the knowledge which Sulaiman used to secretly keep from you. Prophet
Muhammad (Peace be upon him) informed the Jews of that narration and they
went out lowering their heads defeated and humiliated.

Mujahid said pertaining to Allah's Statement: {They followed what the
Shayatin (devils) gave out (falsely of the magic) in the lifetime of
Sulaiman (Solomon). Sulaiman did not disbelieve, but the Shayatin
(devils) disbelieved, teaching men magic and such things that came
down at Babylon to the two angels, Harut and Marut}, the devils used to
listen stealthily to the discussions of the angels and add to what they heard two-
hundred lies. Then, Sulaiman seized what they wrote and after his death they
regained it and taught it to the people, it was nothing but blackmagic.

Sa'id Ibn Jubair said: Sulaiman used to look for and capture the magic of the
devils and keep it buried under his throne. The devils could not reach it and thus
they inspired to the people that it is the knowledge with which Sulaiman was
able to overcome the Jinn, the wind, etc., and that it is buried under his own
throne. Afterwards, the people got it out and practiced it. Later, the people of
the Hejaz said: Sulaiman used to practice sorcery. Upon this, Allah the Almighty
revealed His Saying: {They followed what the Shayatin (devils) gave out
(falsely of the magic) in the lifetime of Sulaiman (Solomon). Sulaiman
did not disbelieve, but the Shayatin (devils) disbelieved, teaching men
magic and such things that came down at Babylon to the two angels,
Harut and Marut}. Muhammad Ibn Ishaq Ibn Yasar said: when the devils
knew of the death of Sulaiman, they wrote down types of sorcery (magic) as
thus: to fulfill such and such matters, practice such and such (procedures). They
gathered all these in a book and sealed it with a ring bearing the inscription
found on Sulaiman's ring and titled it with: This is what was written by Asif Ibn
Barkhiya by order of King Sulaiman Ibn Dawud. Then, they buried it under the
throne (of Sulaiman). After some time, the Children of Israel got it out and said:
Verily, Sulaiman ruled over us only with this and they diffused sorcery among the
people. When Prophet Muhammad (Peace be upon him) mentioned Sulaiman Ibn
Dawud as one of the former Messengers sent by Allah the Almighty, the Jews in
Madinah said: Amazingly Muhammad claims that Sulaiman Ibn Dawud was a
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Prophet, by Allah, he was nothing but a sorcerer. Thereupon, Allah the Almighty
revealed His Saying: {They followed what the Shayatin (devils) gave out
(falsely of the magic) in the lifetime of Sulaiman (Solomon). Sulaiman
did not disbelieve, but the Shayatin (devils) disbelieved, teaching men
magic and such things that came down at Babylon to the two angels,
Harut and Marut but neither of these two (angels) taught anyone (such
things) till they had said, "We are only for trial, so disbelieve not (by
learning this magic from us)." And from these (angels) people learn
that by which they cause separation between man and his wife, but
they could not thus harm anyone except by Allah's Leave. And they
learn that which harms them and profits them not. And indeed they
knew that the buyers of it (magic) would have no share in the
Hereafter. And how bad indeed was that for which they sold their own
selves, if they but knew).

Narrated Ibn Jarir: I was told by Al-Qasim after Hussein Ibn Al-Hajjaj after
Abu Bakr after Shahr Ibn Hawshab? as saying: The devils used to write sorcery
down when Sulaiman was absent. "They wrote: whosoever wants to do such and
such, he should stand facing the sun and say such and such. And, whosoever
wants to do such and such, he should stand giving his back to the sun and say
such and such." They wrote this in a book titled: "This is what has been written
by Asif Ibn Barkhiya by the order of King Sulaiman Ibn Dawud: from the
treasures of knowledge." Then, they buried it under Sulaiman's throne. When
Sulaiman died, Satan established himself as an orator and said: "O people!
Sulaiman was not a prophet; he was only a sorcerer! Go and seek his sorcery in
his dwellings and luggage." And he led them to the buried "treasure". The people
said: "By Allah! Sulaiman was a sorcerer who subjected us through his magic."
The believers from among them said: "Nay, he was a faithful Prophet." When
Prophet Muhammad (Peace be upon him) was sent and he mentioned Dawud
and Sulaiman, the Jews said: "Muhammad confounds the truth with falsehood:
he puts Sulaiman with the Prophets while he was just a sorcerer who was carried
by the wind. Thereupon, Allah the Almighty revealed: {They followed what
the Shayatin (devils) gave out (falsely of the magic) in the lifetime of
Sulaiman (Solomon). Sulaiman did not disbelieve, but the Shayatin
(devils) disbelieved, teaching men magic and such things that came
down at Babylon to the two angels, Harut and Marutbut neither of
these two (angels) taught anyone (such things) till they had said, "We
are only for trial, so disbelieve not (by learning this magic from us).
"And from these (angels) people learn that by which they cause
separation between man and his wife, but they could not thus harm
anyone except by Allah's Leave. And they learn that which harms them
and profits them not. And indeed they knew that the buyers of it

* Shahr Ibn Hawshab is a Weak (i.e. not trustworthy) Narrator.

www.islambasics.com



(magic) would have no share in the Hereafter. And how bad indeed
was that for which they sold their own selves, if they but knew}.

Narrated Ibn Jarir: I was told by Muhammad Ibn" Abdel A" la As-San " ani that
he was told by Al-Mu tamir Ibn Sulaiman who said: I heard * Imran Ibn Jarir
who narrated from Abu Majliz as saying: Sulaiman (Peace be upon him) took
from every living creature a covenant. So when any person gets afflicted with
anything, he (Sulaiman) asks Allah with that covenant and the person recovers.
Unfortunately, the people added to this sorcery and magic and said: this is what
Sulaiman Ibn Dawud used to act upon. Thereupon, Allah the Almighty revealed
His Saying: {They followed what the Shayatin (devils) gave out (falsely
of the magic) in the lifetime of Sulaiman (Solomon). Sulaiman did lot
disbelieve, but the Shayatin (devils) disbelieved, teaching men magic
and such things that came town at Babylon to the two angels, Harut
and Marut but neither of these two (angels) taught anyone (such
things) till they had said, "We are

only for trial, so disbelieve not (by learning this magic from us)." And
from these (angels) people earn that by which they cause separation
between man and his wife, but they could not thus harm anyone
except by Allah’s Leave. And they learn that which harms them and
profits them not. And indeed they knew that the buyers of it (magic)
would have no share in the Hereafter. And how bad indeed was that for
which they sold their own selves, if they but knew}.

Narrated Ibn Abu Hatim: I was told by "Isam Ibn Rawwad after Adam after
Al-Mas" udi after Ziyad the freed slave of Ibn Mus’ ab after Al-Hasan pertaining
to Allah's Statement: {They followed what the Shayatin (devils) gave out
(falsely of the magic) in the lifetime of Sulaiman (Solomon)}, as saying:
one-third of poetry, one-third of sorcery (magic), and one-third of soothsaying.
And, he said: I was told by AI-Hasan Ibn Ahmed after Ibrahim Ibn *Abdullah Ibn
Bshshar Al-Wasiti after Surur Ibn Al-Mughirah after ~ Abbad Ibn Mansur after Al-
Hasan pertaining to Allah's Statement: {They followed what the Shayatin
(devils) gave out (falsely of the magic) in the lifetime of Sulaiman
(Solomon)}, as saying: they were the Jews who followed what they gave out in
the lifetime of Sulaiman (Peace be upon him). Prior to that the people knew
sorcery, but it was only followed in the lifetime of Sulaiman.

That was a summary of the sayings and narrations of the godly earlier
scholars concerning this and it is obvious that there is no clear contradiction
between any of them, may Allah guide us all to the Right and Straight Path of
His!

Allah's Statement: {They followed what the Shayatin (devils) gave
out (falsely of the magic) in the lifetime of Sulaiman (Solomon)}, i.c.
the Jews who were given an earlier Divine Scripture -gave their backs to it and
rejected Prophet Muhammad (Peace be upon him) and followed {what the
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Shayatin (devils) gave out (falsely of the magic) },what the Shayatin
(devils) gave out (falsely of the magic), i.e. what was narrated and
related by the devils {in the lifetime of Sulaiman (Solomon)}.

It is true that magic existed before the time of Sulaiman Ibn Dawud
(Peace be upon them) because magicians were found in the lifetime of Musa
(Moses) (Peace be upon him) and that Sulaiman came after Musa (Peace be
upon them both). Allah the Almighty says: { Have you not thought about the
group of the Children of Israel after (the time of) Musa (Moses)? When
they said to a Prophet of theirs, "Appoint for us a king and we wiill fight
in Allah's Way." He said, "Would you then refrain from fighting, if
fighting was prescribed for you?" They said, "Why should we not fight
in Allah's Way while we have been driven out of our homes and our
children (families have been taken as captives)?" But when fighting
was ordered for them, they turned away, all except a few of them. And
Allah is All-Aware of the Zalimun (polytheists and wrong-doers)}. (Al-
Bagarah, 246) then, Allah mentioned the story in which, {and Dawud (David)
killed Jalut (Goliath), and Allah gave him [Dawud (David)] the kingdom
[after the death of Talut (Saul) and Samuel] and Al-Hikmah
(Prophethood), and taught him of that which He willed}. (Al-Bagarah,
251) and, the people of Salih who existed before Ibrahim (Peace be upon him)
said to their Prophet Salih: {You are only of those bewitched!}. (Ash-Shu'
ara', 153)

Allah the Almighty says: {and such things that came down at Babylon
to the two angels, Harut and Marut but neither of these two (angels)
taught anyone (such things) till they had said, "We are only for trial, so
disbelieve not (by learning this magic from us)."” And from these
(angels) people learn that by which they cause separation between
man and his wife), i.e. the Jew falsely claimed that Allah Almighty revealed
magic on the tongues of Gabriel and Michael to Sulaiman Ibn Dawud, but Allah
belied them and showed their falsehood. Moreover, Allah informed His
Messenger Muhammad (Peace be upon him) that neither Gabriel, nor Michael
has descended with magic and He declared the innocence of Sulaiman (Peace be
upon him) from sorcery and black magic. Allah told the whole people that magic
is nothing but the work of devils who teach it to the people in Babylon. And, that
the two men who used to teach it to the people there were called Harut and
Marut.

The Related Hadith
(And Comments)

Narrated Imam Ahmed (May Allah rest his soul) in his Musnad: I was told by
Yahya Ibn Bakir after Zuhair Ibn Muhammad after Musa Ibn Iubair after Nafi
after " Abdullah Ibn “Umar (May Allah be pleased with them) that he heard
Allah's Messenger (Peace be upon him) as saying: "When Adam (Peace be upon
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him) was put down on earth, the angels said: 0 Lord! {Will You place therein
those who will make mischief therein and shed blood, -while we glorify
You with praises and thanks and sanctify You}. (Al-Bagarah, 30) They
continued: Our Lord! We obey You more than man does. Allah the Almighty said
to them: Appoint two angels from amongst you to descend to earth. The angels
said: Our Lord! (We chose) Harut and Marut. They went down to earth where
the flower appeared to them in the form of the most beautiful woman on earth.
They asked her to have sexual intercourse with them. But, she said: only after
you disbelieve in Allah. They refused and she went away for a while. Then, she
came back holding a child in her arms and they asked her for the second time.
She said: first, you must kill this boy. They refused to and she went away for a
while and then, came back holding a glass of wine. They asked her for the third
time. She said: First, you must drink this glass of wine. They drank the wine,
committed adultery with her and finally killed the boy. When they restored their
conscience, the woman said: By Allah! After you had drunk the wine, you
committed all that which you refused to do at first. Thereupon, they were given
the choice between receiving the torment of this like or that of the Hereafter.
They' chose that of the present life."

(Narrated by Imam Ahmed) The same was narrated by Abu Hatim Ibn Hibban in
his Sahih after Al-Hasan after Sufyan after Abu Bakr Ibn Abu Shaibah after Yahya
Ibn Bakir. However, this Hadith is an Unfamiliar® one from this Chain of
Transmission.

All its narrators are trustworthy but the one named Musa Ibn Iubair.

Very Important:

Many scholars and transmitters narrated various stories and
narrations pertaining to the story of Harut and Marut, but all the
details they mentioned could be traced down to the narrations made by
the Children of Israel. However, there is not a single Hadith or
Narration that can be traced down to Prophet Muhammad (Peace be
upon him), the infallible one who says nothing but the truth. In
addition, the text of the Glorious Qur'an does not relate this story in
details, and thus we believe in what is mentioned in the Glorious
Qur'an as it is without any increase or decrease. Finally, Allah knows
best!

Allah Almighty says: {But neither of these two taught anyone (such
things) till they had said, "We are only for trial, so disbelieve not (by
learning this magic from us) "%}, Ibn 'Abbas (May Allah be pleased with him)
said: they used to warn anyone who came to them to learn magic and say to

* The Unfamiliar Hadith: That is narrated only by one narrator even if he were in one class. Many scholars
name the Unfamiliar Hadith as (the Single). (Translator)
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him: {We are only for trial, so disbelieve not (by learning this magic
from us)}, that they knew what is good, bad, belief and disbelief and thus they
knew that magic is of disbelief. Ibn 'Abbas (May Allah be pleased with him)
continued: if they could not dissuade him, they told him to go to such and such
place. There he could find Satan who teaches him. The same time one is taught
magic, his belief (symbolized as light) gets out of his body and he could see it
flying away in the sky. Upon this, he would say: woe to me! In addition: Al-
Hasan Al-Basri said: the two angels were sent with magic to teach the people as
a test for them and Allah took their covenant that they do not teach anybody
{till they had said, "We are only for trial, so disbelieve not (by learning
this magic from us)"}. (Narrated by Ibn Abu Hatim)

Narrated Qatadah: The Covenant was taken from them that they don't teach
anyone till they say: {We are only for trial, so disbelieve not (by learning
this magic from us)}. Moreover, As-Sadiy said: they used to warn anyone who
came to them to learn magic and say to him: {We are only for trial, so
disbelieve not (by learning this magic from us)}. But, if he insisted, they
would say: Go to that pile of ashes and "squeeze the lemon thereon". If the man
goes and does what he was ordered, he would see a light coming out of that
ashes and flies till it reaches the sky -verily, this is belief. Instead, there would
come a black object that would look like smokes and enters his ears and the
whole of his body -verily, this is Allah's Wrath. After that, the man tells them of
what happened and they consequently teaches him magic. This is the
interpretation of Allah's Saying: {But neither of these two (angels) taught
anyone (such things) till they had said, "We are only for trial, so
disbelieve not (by learning this magic from us)."” And from these
(angels) people learn that by which they cause separation between
man and his wife, but they could not thus harm anyone except by
Allah’s Leave. And they learn that which harms them and profits them
not. And indeed they knew that the buyers of it (magic) would have no
share in the Hereafter. And how bad indeed was that for which they
sold their own selves, if they but knew}.

In the interpretation of this Qur'anic Verse, Sunaid Ibn Hajjaj narrates after
Ibn Juraij his saying: there is no one who practices magic but a disbeliever. As
for the word “trial”, it means a test and an ordeal. Some scholars found a textual
proof in this Verse that whosoever practices magic; he becomes a disbeliever.
This is supported by the Prophetic Hadith that has been narrated by Al-Hafiz Abu
Bakr Al-Bazzar after Muhammad Ibn Al-Muthanna after Mu'awiyah after Al-
A'mash after Ibrahim after Hommam on the authority of 'Abdullah as saying:
"Whosoever attends himself to (or comes to) a soothsayer or a magician and
believes in what he says: he will become a disbeliever in what has been sent to
Muhammad (Peace be upon him)". (An Authentic Hadith)
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Allah the Almighty says: {And from these (angels) people learn that by
which they cause separation between man and his wife}, i.e. the people
learns from Harut and Marut the magic by which they cause separation between
man and his wife though they (the man and his wife) have some kind of affinity
and passion. This is caused by cunning of the devils as transmitted in Imam
Muslim's Sahih from the Hadith narrated by Jabir Ibn 'Abdullah that the Prophet
(Peace be upon him) says: "Iblis places his throne upon water,; he then sends
detachments (for creating dissension),; the nearer to him in rank are those who
are most notorious in creating dissension. One of them comes and says: I did so
and so. And he says: You have done nothing. Then one amongst them comes
and says: I did not spare so and so until I sowed the seed of discord between a
husband and a wife. The Satan goes near him and says: 'You have done well.
"Al-A'mash said: "He then embraces him." The dissension between a husband
and his wife can be created through magic in that the devil let each one of them
imagine something bad -a view, or manner, etc. -about the other.

Allah the Almighty says: {But they could not thus harm anyone except
by Allah’s Leave}, Abu Sufyan Ath-Thawri said: they could not thus harm
anyone except by Allah's Decree. In addition, Muhammad Ibn Ishaq said: they
could not thus harm anyone except in case Allah enables them to do so.

Al-Hasan Al-Basri (May Allah be pleased with him) said: {But they could
not thus harm anyone except by Allah's Leave}, i.e. whomsoever Allah
wants to be affected, he will be affected. And, whomsoever Allah does not want
to be affected, he will not be affected. In addition, they cannot harm anyone
except by Allah's Leave and Decree.

Allah the Almighty says: {And they learn that which harms them and
profits them not}, i.e. they learn that which harms their religion and faith and
profits them not. Allah says: {And indeed they knew that the buyers of it
(magic) would have no share in the Hereafter}, i.e. the Jews who took
magic instead of following Prophet Muhammad (Peace be upon him) knew that
anyone who did as what they have done, he would have not share in the
Hereafter. Allah Almighty says: {And how bad indeed was that for which
they sold their own selves, if they but knew. And if they had believed
and guarded themselves from evil and kept their duty to Allah, far
better would have been the reward from their Lord, if they but knew!},
that they took magic instead of following Prophet Muhammad (Peace be upon
him), {And if they had believed and guarded themselves from evil and
kept their duty to Allah, far better would have been the reward from
their Lord} , i. e. if they had believed in Allah and His Messengers and did not
violate His Boundaries, they would have received a far better reward from Allah
Almighty. This is compatible with Allah's Saying that reads: {But those who
had been given (religious) knowledge said: "Woe to you! The Reward
of Allah (in the Hereafter) is better for those who believe and do
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righteous good deeds, and this none shall attain except those who are
As Sabirun (the patient in following the truth) "%}. (Al-Qasas, 80)

Some scholars found textual proof that a magician is a disbeliever in the
Qur'anic Verse that reads: {And if they had believed and guarded
themselves from evil and kept their duty to Allah}. Other scholars viewed
that a magician is not a disbeliever, but his neck must be cut off. * Amr Ibn Dianr
narrated from Bajabla Ibn “Abdah as saying: ~Umar Ibn Al-Khattab ordered
every magician and witch to be killed. Thereupon, they killed three witches. In
addition, it is true that the Mother of the Faithful, Hafsah was bewitched by a
maid. Consequently, Hafsah ordered that she had to be killed. Moreover, Imam
Ahmed Ibn Hanbal said: it was transmitted from three of the Prophet's
Companions that a magician must be killed. Besides, At-Tirmidhi narrated from
Isma'il Ibn Muslim after Al-Hasan after Jundub Al-Azdi as saying: Allah’s
Messenger (Peace be upon him) says: "The Prescribed Penalty set for a magician
is a blow with the sword.”

It was narrated that Al-Walid Ibn 'Ugbah had a magician who used to
make shows before him. He used to cut off a man's head, then calls it to get
back to its proper place. The people said: Glory be to Allah! The magician revives
the dead. However, a man from the pious migrants saw him and intended
something. The next day he came and cut the magician's head and said: if he is
truthful, he can revive himself! And, he recited Allah's Statement that reads:
{Will you submit to magic while you see it}. (Al-Anbiya’, 4) Consequently,
Al-Walid raged because the migrant did not ask for his permission first (to kill the
magician), he imprisoned him for a while, then set him free. Allah knows best!

Imam Abu Bakr Al-Khallal said: One of the princes used to have a magician
who makes shows of his magic and one day Jundub came and killed him saying:
I believe he was a magician.
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In the Name of Allah, Most Gracious, Most Merciful
(3)
Dwellers of the Town

Allah the Almighty says:

{And put forward to them a similitude: the (story of the) dwellers
of the town, when there came Messengers to them. When We sent to
them two Messengers, they belied them both; so We reinforced them
with a third, and they said: "Verily we have been sent to you as
Messengers." They (people of the town) said: "You are only human
beings like ourselves and the Most Gracious (Allah) has revealed
nothing. You are only telling lies." The Messengers said: "Our Lord
knows that we have been sent as Messengers to you." And our duty is
only to convey plainly (the Message)." They (people) said: "For us, we
see an evil omen from you: if you cease not, we will surely stone you,
and a painful torment will touch you from us." They (Messengers) said:
"Your evil omens be with you! (Do you call it "evil omen") because you
are admonished? Nay, but you are a people Musrifun (transgressing all
bounds by committing all kinds of great sins, and by disobeying Allah).
And there came a man running from the farthest part of the town. He
said: "O my people! Obey the Messengers. " “ Obey those who ask no
wages of you (for themselves), and who are rightly guided. "And why
should I not worship Him (Allah Alone) Who has created me and to
Whom you shall be returned."” "Shall I take besides Him alihah (gods)?
If the Most Gracious (Allah) intends me any harm, their intercession
will be of no use for me whatsoever, nor can they save me?" "Then
verily, I should be in plain error." “Verily! I have believed in your Lord,
so listen to me!" It was said (to him when the disbelievers killed him):
"Enter Paradise." He said: "Would that my people knew. "That my Lord
(Allah) has forgiven me, and made me of the honored ones!" And We
sent not against his people after him a host from the heaven, nor was it
needful for Us to send (such a thing). It was but one Saihah (shout)
and lo! They (all) were still (silent, dead, destroyed)}. (Ya-Sin, 13-29)

'‘Abdullah Ibn 'Abbas, Ka'b Al-Ahbar and Wahb Ibn Munabih and many
others narrated a story of a town called Antioch (Antakiyah), governed by the
king Antikhis Ibn Antikhis. This king used to observe idol worship. Allah Almighty
sent him three Messengers whom he severely belied. The Messengers were:
Sadig, Masdug and Shalom.

It is evidently apparent that they were Messengers sent by Allah the
Almighty. Qatadah claimed them to be messengers sent by Jesus Christ. The
same view was held by Ibn Jarir after Wahb after Ibn Sulaiman after Shu' aib Al-
Jiba'i who added that: those messengers were called: Shimon, Jonah and Paul
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and the town was called Antioch. This view is groundless because the people of
Antioch when received three of the disciples of Jesus Christ (Peace be upon him)
-were the first to believe in him at that very time. Thereupon, Antioch was one of
the first four towns in which there first existed Christian Patriarchs. These four
towns were Antioch, Jerusalem, Alexandria and Rome. However, the people of
these towns were not destroyed, whereas the people of the aforementioned
town in the Qur'anic verses were totally annihilated, following the killing of their
companion whom Allah sent to admonish them. Allah the Almighty says: {It
was but one Saihah (shout) and lo! They (all) were still (silent, dead
and destroyed)}. (Ya-Sin, 29) There is no contradiction between the two
interpretations, if the case was that the three Messengers of Allah were sent to
the earlier dwellers of Antioch and that they were belied, the matter which
incurred complete destruction. Then, their land was re-inhabited and during the
lifetime of Jesus (Peace be upon him) the new dwellers believed in his three
messengers.

The claim that the story mentioned in the Glorious Qur'an is that of the
messengers of Jesus (Peace be upon him) is very absurd and groundless.
Obviously, the context shows that they, the Messengers were sent by Allah the
Almighty.

Allah the Almighty says: {And put forward to them a similitude} i.e. for
your people 0 Muhammad (Peace be upon him). {The (story of the) dwellers
of the town, when there came Messengers to them. When We sent to
them two Messengers, they belied them both, so We reinforced them
with a third} i.e. We supported them with a third Messenger, {and they said:
Verily we have been sent to you as Messengers}. The people of the town
said that the Messengers were only human beings and they set aside the idea
that Allah Almighty might send human beings as His Messengers to mankind.
The Messengers asserted that Allah knows that they have been sent to them and
that if they lie to Him, He would certainly give them the severest of all
punishment. They added: {our duty is only to convey plainly (the
Message)} i.e. what they were sent with and that guidance and misleading are
in the Hand of Allah the Almighty Alone. {They (people) said: For us, we see
an evil omen from you} i.e. from what you have brought us. {If you cease
not, we will surely stone you} with bad words and stones as well; {and
a painful torment will touch you from us} i.e. they threatened them with
afflicting humiliation (bad words) and killing (stoning to death). {They
(Messengers) said: Your evil omens be with you!} i.e. they will badly
affect you. {(Do you call it "evil omen ") because you are admonished?}
i.e. because we reminded you with guidance and invited you to it you threatened
us with killing and afflicting humiliation. {Nay, but you are a people
Musrifun} i.e. you transgress all bounds by committing all kinds of sinful deeds,
and by disobeying Allah.
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Allah the Almighty says: {And there came a man running from the
farthest part of the town} to support the Messengers and to declare his faith
in them. {He said: 0 my people! Obey the Messengers. Obey those who
ask no wages of you (for themselves), and who are rightly guided} i.e.
they invite you to the absolute truth without asking wages or reward for
themselves of you. Then he invited them to worship Allah Alone, and not to
worship other than Him that can do nothing in this present life or in the
Hereafter. {Then verily, I should be in plain error} i.c. if I abandoned the
worship of Allah and worshipped anything else besides Him.

Then, the believing man said to the three Messengers: {Verily! I have
believed in your Lord, so listen to me!}, i.e. you should listen to my
statement and bear witness to this before your Lord. Or, 0 my people! Listen to
my declaration of faith of these Messengers. Thereupon, the people killed him
either by stoning him to death, or biting, or making one sudden assault against
him. Narrated Ibn Ishaq after some of his counterparts on the authority of
" Abdullah Ibn Mas’ud that the people stepped over his body till they broke his
neck.

Narrated Ath-Thawri after ~Asim Al-Ahwal after Abu Majlaz his saying: The
name of that believing man was Habib Ibn Murriy who was said to be a
carpenter, or rope-maker, or shoe-maker. It is also said that he used to observe
his religious rituals in an isolated cave. Abdullah Ibn “Abbas (May Allah be
pleased with him) said: He was Habib, the carpenter who was afflicted with
leprosy. He was charitable, but killed at the end at the hands of his own people.
Then, Allah the Almighty says: {Enter Paradise} i.e. when he was killed by his
people, Allah Almighty admitted him into Paradise. When he saw of the pleasures
and joys therein, he said: {Would that my people knew? That my Lord
(Allah) has forgiven me, and made me of the honored ones!}, i.e. to
believe in what I have believed in and thus gain what I have just obtained. Ibn
" Abbas (May Allah be pleased with him) said: He advised his people during his
life saying: {0 my people! Obey the Messengers}, and after his death
{Would that my people knew? That my Lord (Allah) has forgiven me,
and made me of the honored ones!}. In addition, Qatadah said: The believer
always gives counseling because of what he sees of the rewards granted by Allah
{Would that my people knew? That my Lord (Allah) has forgiven me,
and made me of the honored ones!}, i.e. he wished that his people would
know the honor Allah bestowed on him. Qatadah added: By Allah! Allah did not
admonish or even blame those people after killing him (the believing man) {It
was but one Saihah (shout) and lo! They (all) were still (silent, dead,
destroyed)}. Allah the Almighty says: {And We sent not against his people
after him a host from the heaven, nor was it needful for Us to send
(such a thing)}, i.e. it was not needful for Allah the Almighty to send against
them a host from the heaven to avenge the Messengers.
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Mujahid and Qatadah said: This means that Allah did not send them another
Message. Ibn Jarir said: The first interpretation looks more proper because Allah
the Almighty says after this: {nor was it needful for Us to send (such a
thing)}, i.e. Allah was not in need to send such a thing to punish them when
they belied His Messengers and killed His godly man, {It was but one Saihah
(shout) and lo! They (all) were still (silent, dead, destroyed)}.

Interpreters said: Allah the Almighty sent Gabriel (Peace be upon him) who
maintained a grasp on their town's gate and made a single shout {one Saihah
(shout) and lo! They (all) were still (silent, dead, destroyed)}, i.e. they
turned to be silent, motionless and dead.

Finally, all these indicate that the town mentioned in the Qur'anic verses was
not Antioch because the people of Antioch believed in Allah and followed the
messengers of Jesus (Peace be upon him). Moreover, Antioch was said to be the
first town to declare faith in Jesus (Peace be upon him).
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In the Name of Allah, Most Gracious, Most Merciful
(4)
Story of the Heifer
Allah the Almighty says:

{And (remember) when Musa (Moses) said to his people: "Verily,
Allah commands you that you slaughter a cow." They said, "Do you
make fun of us?" He said, "I take Allah's Refuge from being among Al-
Jahilun (the ignorant or the foolish)." They said, "Call upon your Lord
for us that He may make plain to us what it is!" He said, "He says:
'Verily, it is a cow neither too old nor too young, but (it is) between the
two conditions', so do what you are commanded " They said, "Call upon
your Lordfor us to make plain to us its color.” He said, "He says: 'It is a
yellow cow, bright in its color, pleasing the beholders.” They said, "Call
upon your Lord for us to make plain to us what it is. Verily, to us all
cows are alike. And surely, if Allah wills, we will be guided." He [Musa
(Moses)] said, "He says: 'It is a cow neither trained to tilt the soil nor
water the fields, sound, having no other color except bright yellow. '
"They said, "Now you have brought the truth."” So they slaughtered it
though they were near to not doing it. And (remember) when you
killed a man and fell into dispute among yourselves as to the crime.
ButAllah brought forth that which you were hiding. So We said: "Strike
him (the dead man) with a piece of it (the cow)." Thus Allah brings the
dead to life and shows you His Aya: (proofs, evidences, verses, lessons,
signs, revelations, etc.) so that you may understand}. (Al-Bagarah, 67-
73)

'Abdullah Ibn 'Abbas, *Ubaidah As-Salmani, Abu Al-"Aliyah, Mujahid, As-
Sadiy and other earlier scholars said: An old man from among the Children of
Israel was very rich, and he had some nephews who wished he would die soon
to inherit him. One day, one of them on purpose murdered him at night and
threw him on the road -or at the door of one of his own brothers. In the
morning, the people found the dead body and they disputed over him. His
nephew -the murderer -came and began to weep and cry. Some people said:
Why do you dispute over him? Why do not you go to Allah's Prophet (Peace be
upon him)? His nephew came and complained to Musa (Moses (Peace be upon
him». Musa (Peace be upon him) said: by Allah! Anyone who knows anything
about this murdered man, he should let us know. But, no one knew anything
about it. Thereupon, they asked Musa (Peace be upon him) to ask his Lord
concerning this issue. Musa (Peace be upon him) asked his Lord and he was
commanded to order them to slaughter a cow, {Verily, Allah commands you
that you slaughter a cow. They said, Do you make fun of us?} i.e. we ask
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you about the murdered and you say so! {He said, I take Allah’'s Refuge
from being among Al-Jahilun (the ignorant or the foolish)}i.e. I take
Allah's Refuge from saying other than that He revealed to me; and that was His
Answer to what you had wanted me to ask Him.

Ibn 'Abbas,'Ubaidah, Mujahid, " Ikrimah, As-Sadiy, Abu Al-" Aliyah and others
said: If they were to slaughter any cow, they would fulfill the purpose thereof.
But, they made it difficult for themselves (by asking so many questions thereof),
and thus Allah the Almighty made it difficult for them (by stipulating so many
conditions for the desired cow). They asked about its description, color and age;
and they were answered with what was scarce and dear (in a way to make it
hard for them to find it). The point is that they were commanded to slaughter
neither a too old cow, nor a too young, but (it is) between the two conditions.
This view was held by Ibn *Abbas, Mujahid, Abu Al-" Aliyah, " Ikrimah, Al-Hasan,
Qatadah and others. Then, they pressed themselves with their questions through
asking about its color. And they were answered to make it {yellow cow, bright
in its color, pleasing the beholders}, which is very rare and dear.

Then, they asked: {They said, "Call upon your Lord for us to make
plain to us what it is. Verily, to us all cows are alike. And surely, if Allah
wills, we will be guided." He [Musa (Moses)] said, "He says: 'It is a cow
neither trained to tilt the soil nor water the fields, sound, having no
other color except bright yellow.' "They said, "Now you have brought
the truth.” So they slaughtered it though they were near to not doing
it}. It is said that they could not find a cow with all these descriptions but with a
man who was righteous and good to his father. They asked him to submit it to
them, but he refused. They tried to seduce him as to its price till they offered
him what equals its wieght in gold. But, he refused. Then, they offered him an
amount of gold that equals its weight ten-times. Finally, he accepted their offer
and submitted it to them. Then, Musa (Peace be upon him) commanded them to
slaughter it {So they slaughtered it though they were near to not doing
it} i.e. while they were hesitant.

Then, Musa (Peace be upon him) instructed them with the Command of Allah to
strike the dead man with a piece of the cow. Some scholars said: with part of its
thighbone, or with part of the flesh between its shoulders. When they stroke him
with part thereof, he was resurrected by Allah the Almighty. Musa (Peace be
upon him) asked him: who's your murderer? He said: it was my nephew who
killed me. Then, he died again. Allah the Almighty says {Thus Allah brings the
dead to life and shows you His Ayat (proofs, evidences, verses, lessons,
signs, revelations, etc.) so that you may understand} i.e. as you
witnessed the revival of that dead man by the Command of Allah the Almighty,
He can do the same to all the dead people when He wishes to. He, Almighty
Allah, says {The creation of you all and the resurrection of you all are
only as (the creation and resurrection of) a single person. Verily, Allah
is All-Hearer, All-Seer}. (Lugman, 28)
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In the Name of Allah, Most Gracious, Most Merciful
(5)
Moses and AI-Khadir

Allah, the Almighty says:

{And (remember) when Musa (Moses) said to his boy-servant: "I will
not give up (travelling) until I reach the junction of the two seas or
(until) I spend years and years in travelling." But when they reached
the junction of the two seas, they forgot their fish, and it took its way
through the sea as in a tunnel. So when they had passed further on
(beyond that fixed place), Musa (Moses) said to his boy-servant: "Bring
us our morning meal; truly, we have suffered much fatigue in this, our
journey." He said: "Do you remember when we betook ourselves to the
rock? I indeed forgot the fish,; none but Shaitan (Satan) made me
forget to remember it, it took its course into the sea in a strange
(way)!" [Musa (Moses)] said: "That is what we have been seeking;" So
they went back retracing their footsteps; Then they found one of Our
slaves, on whom We had bestowed mercy from Us, and whom We had
taught knowledge from Us; Musa (Moses) said to him (Al-Khadir): "May
I follow you so that you teach me something of that knowledge
(guidance and true path) which you have been taught (by Allah)?" He
(Al-Khadir) said: "Verily you will not be able to have patience with me!
And how can you have patience about a thing which you know not;"
Musa (Moses) said: "If Allah wills, you will find me patient, and I will
not disobey you in aught;"” He (Al-Khadir) said: "Then, if you follow me,
ask me not about anything till I myself mention of it to you;" So they
both proceeded, till, when they embarked the ship, he (Al-Khadir)
scuttled it; Musa (Moses) said: "Have you scuttled it in order to drown
its people? Verily, you have committed a thing Imr (a Munkar -evil,
bad, dreadful thing); " He (Al-Khadir) said: "Did I not tell you, that you
would not be able to have patience with me?" [Musa (Moses)] said:
"Call me not to account for what I forgot,* and be not hard upon me for
my affair (with you);" Then they both proceeded, till they met a boy,
and he (Al-Khadir) killed him; Musa (Moses) said: "Have you killed an
innocent person who had killed none? Verily, you have committed a
thing Nukr (a great Munkar prohibited, evil, dreadful thing)!" (Al-
Khadir) said: "Did I not tell you that you can have no patience with

* Narrated Abu Hurairah (May Allah be pleased with him): The Prophet (Peace be upon him) said:
"Allah forgives my followers those (evil deeds) their own selves may whisper or suggest to them
as long as they do not act (on it) or speak." (Sahih Al-Bukhari) Narrated Abu Hurairah (May Allah
be pleased with him): The Prophet (Peace be upon him) said: "If somebody eats something
forgetfully while he is fasting, then he should complete his fast, for Allah has made him eat and
drink." (Sahih Al-Bukhari)
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me?" [Musa (Moses)] said: "If I ask you anything after this, keep me
not in your company, you have received an excuse from me; " Then
they both proceeded, till, when they came to the people of a town, they
asked them for food, but they refused to entertain them; Then they
found therein a wall about to collapse and he (Al-Khadir) set it up
straight; (Musa (Moses)] said: If you had wished, surely, you could
have taken wages for it!" (Al-Khadir) said: "This is the parting between
me and you, I will tell you the interpretation of (those)things over
which you were unable to hold patience. As for the ship, it belonged to
Masakin (poor people) working in the sea. So I wished to make a
defective damage in it, as there was a king behind them who seized
every ship by force. And as for the boy, his parents were believers, and
we feared lest he should oppress them by rebellion and disbelief. So we
intended that their Lord should change him for them for one better in
righteousness and nearer to mercy. And as for the wall, it belonged to
two orphan boys in the town; and there was under it a treasure
belonging to them; and their father was a righteous man, and your
Lord intended that they should attain their age of full strength and
take out their treasure as a mercy from your Lord. And I did them not
of my own accord. That is the interpretation of those (things) over
which you could not hold patience}. (Al-Kahf, 60-82)

Some of the People of the Book said: the one who met Al-Khadir was Musa
Ibn Misha Ibn Yusuf Ibn Ya™ ub Ibn Ishaq Ibn Ibrahim, father of the Prophets.
But, the most authentic view is that he was Musa Ibn “Imran, the Prophet sent
by Allah to the Children of Israel.

Narrated Imam Al-Bukhari: I was told by Al-Hamidi after Sufyan after *Amr
Ibn Dinar after Sa"id Ibn Jubair as saying: I said to Ibn " Abbas: "Nauf AI-Bakali
claims that Moses (the companion of AI-Khadir) was not the Moses of Banu
Israel but he was another Moses." Ibn "Abbas (May Allah be pleased with him)
remarked that the enemy of Allah (Nauj) was a liar. Narrated Ubai bin Ka " b:
The Prophet (Peace be upon him) said: "Once Prophet Moses stood up and
addressed Banu Israel. He was asked: "Who is the most learned man amongst
the people?” He said: "I am the most learned." Allah admonished Moses as he
did not attribute absolute knowledge to Him (Allah). So Allah inspired to him, "At
the junction of the two seas there is a slave of mine who is more learned than
you." Moses said: "O my Lord! How can I meet him?" Allah Almighty said: "Take
a fish in a large basket (and proceed) and you will find him at the place where
you will lose the fish." So Moses set out along with his (servant) boy, Yusha' bin
Nun and carried a fish in a large basket till they reached a rock, where they laid
their heads (i. e. lay down) and slept. The fish came out of the basket and it
took its way into the sea as in a tunnel. So it was an amazing thing for both
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Moses and his (servant) boy. They proceeded for the rest of that night and the
following day. When the day broke, Moses said to his (servant) boy: {Bring us
our early meal. No doubt, we have suffered much fatigue in this
journey}. Moses did not get tired till he passed the place about which he was
told. There the (servant) boy told Moses: {Do you remember when we
betook ourselves to the rock, I indeed forgot the fish}. Moses remarked:
{That is what we have been seeking. So they went back retracing their
footsteps}, till they reached the rock. There they saw a man covered with a
garment (or covering himself with his own garment). Moses greeted him. Al-
Khadir replied saying: "How do people greet each other in your land?" Moses
said: "I am Moses." He asked: "The Moses of Banu Israel?" Moses replied in the
affirmative and added: "May I follow you so that you teach me of that knowledge
which you have been taught." Al-Khadir replied: "Verily! You will not be able to
remain patient with me, 0 Moses! I have some of the knowledge of Allah which
He has taught me and which you do not know, while you have some knowledge
which Allah has taught you which I do not know." Moses said: "Allah willing, you
will find me patient and I will not disobey you in aught. So both of them set out
walking along the seashore, as they did not have a boat. In the meantime a boat
passed by them and they requested the crew of the boa(. to take them on
board. The crew recognized Al-Khadir and took them on board without fare.
Then a sparrow came and stood on the edge of the boat and dipped its beak
once or twice in the sea. Al-Khadir said: "O Moses! My knowledge and your
knowledge have not decreased Allah's knowledge except as much as this
sparrow has decreased the water of the sea with its beak." Al-Khadir went to one
of the planks of the boat and plucked it out. Moses said: "These people gave us
a free lift but you have broken their boat and scuttled it so as to drown its
people." Al-Khadir replied: "Didn't I tell you that you will not be able to remain
patient with me." Moses said: "Call me not to account for what I forgot." The
first (excuse) of Moses was that he had forgotten. Then they proceeded further
and found a boy playing with other boys. Al-Khadir took hold of the boy's head
from the top and plucked it out with his hands (i.e. killed him). Moses said:
"Have you killed an innocent soul who has killed none." AI-Khadir replied: "Did I
not tell you that you cannot remain patient with me?" Then they both proceeded
till when they came to the people of a town, they asked them for food, but they
refused to entertain them. Then they found there a wall on the point of
collapsing. Al-Khadir repaired it with his own hands. Moses said: "If you had
wished, surely you could have taken wages for it." Al-Khadir replied: "This is the
parting between you and me." The Prophet (Muhammad (Peace be upon him))
added: "May Allah be Merciful to Moses! Would that he could have been more
patient to learn more about his story with Al-Khadir." (Sahih Al-Bukhari)
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Allah the Almighty says: {And as for the wall, it belonged to two
orphan boys in the town}, As Suhaili said: they were Asram and Sarim sons
of Kashih. {And there was under it a treasure belonging to them}, i.e. the
treasure was gold, or some kind of knowledge. However, the most likely view is
that it was some kind of knowledge inscribed on a golden board.

Al-Bazzar said: I was told by Ibrahim Ibn Sa'id Al-Jauhari after Bishr Ibn Al-
Mundhir ufter Al Harith Ibn 'Abdullah Al- Yahbasi after 'Tyad Ibn " Abbas Al-
Ghassani after Ibn Hujairah after Abu Dharr as saying: "The treasure mentioned
in Allah's Book (the Glorious Qur'an) was a solid golden board where it was
inscribed: I wondered at the one who affirmed faith in the Divine Decree and
then he exerted himself; and I wondered at the one who remembered Hell-Fire
and then he laughed; and I wondered at the one who remembered death and
then he became heedless of the meaning of 'There is no god but Allah."™ The like
was narrated by Al-Hasan Al-Basri, = Umar the freed slave of " Afrah and Ja  far
As-Sadiq.

Allah's Saying: {And their father was a righteous man}, i.e. their
seventh or tenth grandfather. However, this proves that the righteousness of the
father benefits his own children and their children.

Allah's Saying: {as a mercy from your Lord} , this is a textual proof that
Al-Khadir was a Prophet and that he did not do anything out of his own desire
but as ordered by Allah the Almighty.

Al-Khadir's Name, Lineage and Prophethood: Is He Still Alive?

The real name, lineage and status of Al-Khadir are controversial. This can be
added to the very important question: is he still alive?

Al-Hafiz Ibn " Asakir said: He is said to be Al-Khadir son of Adam. Ibn
Qutaibah said: His name was Balya -or Aylya -Ibn Malakan Ibn Faligh Ibn " Abir
Ibn Shalikh Ibn Arfakhshdh Ibn Sam Ibn Noah (Peace be Upon him).

Isma’ il Ibn Abu Uwais said: His name was Al-Mu amir Ibn Malik Ibn
*Abdullah Ibn Nasr Ibn Lazd.

Others said: He is Khadrun Ibn “Amyaiyl Ibn Al-afiz Ibn AI-"Iys Ibn Ishaq
Ibn Prophet Ibrahim (Peace be upon him). There are so many other views
pertaining to his name and lineage.

Imam Al-Bukhari said: I was told by Muhammad Ibn Sa'id Al-Asbahani after
Ibn Al-Mubarak after Mu™ amir after Hammam on the authority of Abu Hurairah
(May Allah be pleased with him) that the Prophet (Peace be upon him) said: "Al-
Khadir was named so because he sat over a barren white land, it turned green
with plantation after (his sitting over It)."

Qabisah narrated on the authority of Ath-Thauri after Mansur after Mujahid
as saying: Al-Khadir was named so because everything around him used to turn
into green when he stands for prayer. It was stated earlier that Moses and
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Yusha™ (Peace be upon them) went back retracing their footsteps, till they
reached the rock. There they saw a man covered with a green garment (or
covering himself with his own garment). Moses greeted him. Al-Khadir replied
saying: "How do people greet each other in your land?" Moses said: "I am
Moses." He asked: "The Moses of Banu Israel?" Moses replied in the affirmative
and added: "May I follow you so that you teach me of that knowledge which you
have been taught... etc."

The Story Indicated His Prophethood in Four Aspects:

First: Allah the Almighty says: {Then they found one of Our slaves, on
whom We had bestowed mercy from Us, and whom We had taught
knowledge from Us}. (Al-Kahf, 65)

Second: Moses says to Al-Khadir: {Musa (Moses) said to him (Al-Khadir):
"May I follow you so that you teach me something of that knowledge
(guidance and true path) which you have been taught (by Allah)?" He
(Al-Khadir) said: "Verily you will not be able to have patience with me!
And how can you have patience about a thing which you know not."
Musa (Moses) said: "If Allah wills, you will find me patient, and I will
not disobey you in aught.” He (Al-Khadir) said: "Then, if you follow me,
ask me not about anything till I myself mention of it to you"). (Al-Kahf,
66-70) So, were he not a Prophet, Moses would not address him that way, and
he would not answer Moses that way as well. Moses sought his company
because he wanted to get some of the knowledge Al-Khadir was given by Allah
and that which Moses did not get. Were Al-Khadir anything but a Prophet, he
would not be infallible. Thus, Moses would not be keen to accompany him
because Moses himself was an honorable Prophet and an infallible Messenger.
Were Al-Khadir anything but a Prophet, Moses would not take the trouble of
searching for him for eighty years. When Moses met with Al-Khadir, Moses highly
respected him and followed him submissively to gain as much as possible of his
divine knowledge.

Third: Al-Khadir intentionally killed the boy. He would not do that without
an inspiration from Allah Almighty ordering him to. This incident can stand as a
separate proof that Al-Khadir was a Prophet. It can stand as well, as a proof that
he was infallible. Al-Khadir killed the boy because he was inspired that the boy
would be a disbeliever when he grows up and that his parents would follow
him due to their earnest love for him. So he killed him to save the faith of the
parents. This indicated that he was an infallible Prophet.

Fourth: When Al-Khadir interpreted and explained for Moses the actions he
took and clarified everything to him he added: {As a mercy from your Lord.
And I did them not of my own accord}, i.e. 1 did not do that out of my
desire, instead, I was ordered to by divine inspiration. All these indicated his
Prophethood and infallibility.
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Is Al-Khadir Still Alive?

The majority of scholars said: "Al-Khadir is still alive because he was the one
who buried Adam (Peace be upon him) after the Deluge and thus he was
affected by the invocation of Adam that he who buries him will live long." Some
people said: "he is still alive because he drank of the spring of life."

There are so many narrations and stories on which those who viewed the
existence of Al-Khadir today based their opinion. But, all the narrations and
Hadiths pertaining to that issue are weak and invented and those who narrated
them are not infallible.

'Abdur Razzaq said: I was told by Mu' amir that Abu Sa'id AI-Khudri said:
"One day Allah’s Messenger (Peace be upon him) narrated to us a long narration
about Ad-Dajjal and among the things he narrated to us, was: 'Ad-Dajjal will
come, and he will be forbidden to enter the mountain passes of Medina. He will
encamp in one of the salt areas neighboring Medina and there will appear to him
a man who will be the best or one of the best of the people. He will say: I testify
that you are Ad-Dajjal whose story Allah’s Messenger has told us. 'Ad Dajjal will
say (to his audience): 'Look, if I kill this man and then give him life, will you have
any doubt about my claim?' They will reply: 'No." Then Ad Dajjal will kill that man
and then will make him alive. The man will say: '‘By Allah, now I recognize you
more than ever! 'Ad-Dajjal will then try to kill him (again) but he will not be
given the power to do so. ", Mu'amir said: I was told that the man who stands
against the Dajjal is Al-Khadir and that his neck on that day would be covered
with brass.

Sheik Abu Al-Faraj Ibn Al-Jawzi refuted all these Hadiths and proved them all
to be invented, and he proved the Chains of Transmission of the narrations and
stories of the Prophet's Companions and followers to be weak and fallible.
Indeed, Ibn Al-Jawzi was very powerful and authentic in doing so.

As for those who claimed Al-Khadir to be dead such as Imam Al-Bukhari, Abu
Al-Husain Ibn Al-Munadi and sheik Abu Al-Faraj Ibn Al-Jawzi, they held as their
textual proofs what follows: Allah the Almighty says: {And We granted not to
any human being immortality before you (O Muhammad (Peace be
upon him»: then if you die, would they live forever?}. (Al-Anbyia', 34) So
if Al-Khadir was a human being, he would be affected by this ruling: he is mortal,
he must die. Allah the Almighty says: {And (remember) when Allah took the
Covenant of the Prophets, saying: "Take whatever I gave you from the
Book and Hikmah (understanding of the Laws of Allah), and afterwards
there will come to you a Messenger (Muhammad (Peace be upon him»
confirming what is with you; you must, then, believe in him and help
him." Allah said: "Do you agree (to it) and will you take up My
Covenant (which I conclude with you)?" They said: "We agree." He
said: "Then bear witness; and I am with you among the witnesses (for
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this)"). (Al 'Imran, 81) Ibn 'Abbas (May Allah be pleased with him) said: Allah
took the Covenant of all the Prophets to believe in Muhammad and support him
if he appears during their lifetimes. In addition, they should take the Covenant of
all their own nations to believe in him and support him in the same way.
Thereupon, were Al-Khadir a Prophet or a Wali (protector or guardian), he would
be involved in that Covenant and that were he alive during the lifetime of
Prophet Muhammad (Peace be upon him), he would follow him and present
himself before him paying allegiance and absolute faith.

Imam Ahmed narrated: I was told by Shuraih Ibn An-Nu'man after Hashim
after Mujalid after AshShi'bi after Jabir Ibn 'Abdullah that the Prophet (Peace be
upon him) said: "By Him in Whose Hand my soul is! Were Moses alive, he would
do nothing but follow me." This is the decisive view which the earlier Qur'anic
Verse indicates that all Prophets -if they happen to live during the lifetime of
Prophet Muhammad -are ordered to follow him and practice his own Shari “ah.
On the Night Journey, he (Peace be upon him) was raised far above them all.?
When they descended to Jerusalem and the time for Prayer was due, he (Peace
be upon him) was ordered to lead them all (in Prayer). This showed that he is
the greatest Imam and the last Prophet who is most honored and respected
(May Allah grant him and them all mercy).

Thereupon, if Al-Khadir were alive, he would be joining forces with Prophet
Muhammad (Peace be upon him), and he would follow his religion in every
minute detail. This is Prophet "Isa (Jesus (Peace be upon him)) when he will
descends by the end of time, he will rule over the whole world in accordance
with this honorable legislation of Prophet Muhammad (Peace be upon him).
However, there is nothing to certify that Al-Khadir has met together with Prophet
Muhammad (Peace be upon him) in a single day or even witnessed any fight
with him against the polytheists or the infidels. On the day on which the Battle of
Badr was fought, the Messenger of Allah (Peace be upon him) cast a glance at
the infidels, and they were one thousand (1000) while his own Companions were
three hundred and nineteen (319). Allah's Prophet (Peace be upon him) turned
(his face) towards the Qiblah. Then, he stretched his hands and began his
supplication to his Lord: 'O Allah! Accomplish for me what Thou hast promised to
me. 0 Allah! Bring about what Thou hast promised to me. Q Allah! If this small
band of Muslims is destroyed, Thou will not be worshipped on this earth.' He
(Peace be upon him) continued his supplication to his Lord, stretching his hands,
facing the Qiblah, until his mantle slipped down from his shoulders. So Abu Bakr
(May Allah be pleased with him) came to him, picked up his mantle and put it on
his shoulders. Then he (Abu Bakr) embraced him from behind and said: 0
Prophet of Allah! This prayer of yours to your Lord will suffice you, and He will
fulfil for you what He has promised you. So Allah, the Glorious and Exalted,
revealed (the Quranic verse): {(Remember) when you sought help of your

* Le. Near Sidrat-ul-Muntaha (a lote-tree of the utmost boundary over the seventh heaven beyond which
none can pass). (Translator)
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Lord and He answered you (saying): I will help you with a thousand of
the angels each behind the other (following one another) in
succession}. (Al-Anfal, 9) So Allah helped him with angels." (Sahih Muslim)
However, this' small band of Muslims' consisted, then, of the chiefs from among
the Muslims and the angels, foremost among whom was Jibril (Gabriel (Peace be
upon him)). Thus, if Al-Khadir were alive, his presence, then, would be the best
thing he could ever do. Narrated Al-Qadi Abu Ya' la Muhammad Ibn Al-Husain Al-
Fara' Al-Hanbali: Some people asked some of our companions about Al-Khadir,
was he dead? They answered: "Yes."

Some people claim that Al-Khadir was present during all these past events
but no one could see him because he was invisible. Obviously, this claim is
groundless and is based only on illusions. Indeed, if he was still alive during the
lifetime of Prophet Muhammad (Peace be upon him), he would certainly join him
in his fight against the polytheists of the tribe of Quraish. See the following
Hadith: Narrated Sa'd (May Allah be pleased with him): "On the Day of Uhud I
saw on the right side of Allah’s Messenger (Peace be upon him) and on his left
side two persons dressed in white clothes and whom I did not see before nor
after that, and they were Gabriel and Michael (may Allah be pleased with both of
them)." (Sahih Muslim)

In addition, 'Abdullah Ibn “Umar (May Allah be pleased with both of
them) said: "Once the Prophet (Peace be upon him) led us in the " Isha' (Night)
Prayer during the last days of his life and after finishing it (the Prayer) (with
Taslim, i.e. final salutation) he said: 'Do you realize (the importance of) this
night? Nobody present on the surface of the earth tonight will be living after the
completion of one hundred years from this night. ", (Sahih Al-Bukhari) And,
“Abdullah Ibn “Umar (May Allah be pleased with both of them) narrated: "Allah’s
Messenger (Peace be upon him) led us in the " Isha' (Night) Prayer at the latter
part of the night and when he had concluded it by salutations he stood up and
said: 'Have you seen this night of yours? At the end of one hundred years after
this (night) none would survive on the surface of the earth (from among my
Companions).' Ibn *Umar said: People were (not understanding) these words of
the Messenger of Allah (Peace be upon him) which had been uttered pertaining
to one hundred years. Allah’s Messenger (Peace be upon him) in fact meant (by
these words) that on that day none from amongst those who had been living
upon the earth (from amongst his Companions) would survive (after one
hundred years) and that would be the end of this generation." (Sahih Muslim)
And, Jabir Ibn " Abdullah (May Allah be pleased with him) reported: "I heard
Allah’s Messenger (Peace be upon him) as saying this one month before his
death: 'You asked me about the Last Hour whereas its knowledge is with Allah. I,
however, take an oath and say that none upon the earth, the created beings
(from amongst my Companions), would survive at the end of one hundred
years." This Hadith has been narrated on the authority of Ibn Juraij with the
same chain of transmitters, but there is no mention of the words: “one month
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before his death." (Sahih Muslim) So, even if Al-Khadir were alive during the
lifetime of Prophet Muhammad (Peace be upon him), he would, then, be dead in
accordance with these above-mentioned Hadiths. And, Allah knows best!
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In the Name of Allah, Most Gracious, Most Merciful
(6)
The Story of Qarun(Korah)

Allah the Almighty says:

{Verily, Qarun (Korah) was of Musa's (Moses) people, but he
behaved arrogantly towards them. And We gave him of the treasures,
that of which the keys would have been a burden to a body of strong
men. Remember when his people said to him: "Do not exult (with
riches, being ungrateful to Allah). Verily Allah likes not those who exult
(with riches, being ungrateful to Allah). "But seek with that (wealth)
which Allah has bestowed on you, the home of the Hereafter, and
forget not your portion of lawful enjoyment in this world,’ and do good
as Allah has been good to you, and seek not mischief in the land. Verily,
Allah likes not the Mufsidun (those who commit great crimes and sins,
oppressors, tyrants, mischief-makers, corrupters)." He said: "This has
been given to me only because of the knowledge I possess." Did he not
know that Allah had destroyed before him generations, men who were
stronger than him in might and greater in the amount (of riches) they
had collected? But the Mujrimun (criminals, disbelievers, polytheists,
sinners) will not be questioned of their sins (because Allah knows them
well, so they will be punished without being called to account). So he
went forth before his people in his pomp. Those who were desirous of
the life of the world, said: "Ah, would that we had the like of what
Qarun (Korah) has been given! Verily he is the owner of a great
fortune.” But those who had been given (religious) knowledge said:
"Woe to you! The Reward of Allah (in the Hereafter) is better for those
who believe and do righteous good deeds, and this none shall attain
except those who are AsSabirun (the patient in following the truth).
"So We caused the earth to swallow him and his dwelling place. Then
he had no group or party to help him against Allah, nor was he one of
those who could save themselves. And those who had desired (for a
position like) his position the day before, began to say: "Know you not
that it is Allah Who enlarges the provision or restricts it to
whomsoever He pleases of His slaves. Had it not been that Allah was
Gracious to us, He could have caused the earth to swallow us up (also)!
Know you not that the disbelievers will never be successful." That
home of the Hereafter (i.e. Paradise), We shall assign to those who
rebel not against the truth with pride and oppression in the land nor do
mischief by committing crimes. And the good end is for the Muttaqun
(the pious and righteous persons)}. (Al-Qasas, 76-83)
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Ibn “Abbas (May Allah be pleased with him) held the opinion that Qarun
(Koran) was a paternal cousin to Musa (Peace be upon him). This view is
supported by many other narrators, including Ibn Juraij who added that he is
Qarun Ibn Yashar Ibn Qahith, while Musa was the son of “Imran Ibn Hafith. Ibn
Juraij went further and rejected the viewpoint of Ibn Ishaq that he was a
paternal uncle to Musa (Peace be upon him).

Qatadah said: He was called "An-Nur"” (the light) for he had a melodious
voice while reciting the Torah (Taurat), but he became a hypocrite just like

As-Samiri who became a hypocrite too. Thus, Qarun was destroyed because of
his transgression due to the wealth and riches he had.

Shahr Ibn Haushab said: he dragged his garment out of pride and arrogance
(conceit).

Allah the Almighty mentioned the numerousness of his wealth and riches so
that its keys would have been a burden to a body of strong men. It was also
said: the keys were made of leather and that they used to be carried on sixty
mules. Allah knows best!

However, he was advised by the godly men from among his people saying:
{Do not exult} i.e. do not be arrogant or conceited with riches, being
ungrateful to Allah the Almighty. {Verily Allah likes not those who exult
(with riches, being ungrateful to Allah). "But seek with that (wealth)
which Allah has bestowed on you, the home of the Hereafter} they
advise him to direct his endeavors to gain Allah's Reward in the
Hereafter as it is the best of all rewards. But, {and forget not your
portion of lawful enjoyment in this world}, i.e. take thereof with your
money what is made lawful to you and have the possible lawful joys of this
present life. And {do good as Allah has been good to you},i.e. do good to
the creation of Allah Who has been good to you. And {seek not mischief in
the land}, i.e. do not harm the people regarding whom you were commanded
to do good. If you harm them, He will punish you and take back what He has
granted you {Verily, Allah likes not the Mufsidun (those who commit
great crimes and sins, oppressors, tyrants, mischief-makers,
corrupters)}. His answer to this good advice of his people was nothing but:
{He said: This has been given to me only because of the knowledge I
possess}, i.e. I do not need what you have said or referred to, as Allah only
gave me this for He knew that I deserve it and I am really qualified thereto.
Moreover, were it not for that He loves me, He would not grant or give me this.

However, Allah the Almighty refuted his statement saying: {Did he not know
that Allah had destroyed before him generations, men who were
stronger than him in might and greater in the amount (of riches) they
had collected? But the Mujrimun (criminals, disbelievers, polytheists,
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sinners) will not be questioned of their sins (because Allah knows
them well, so they will be punished without being called to account)},
i.e. We have destroyed before him generations because of their sins and bad
deeds and that they were stronger than Qarun and they had more riches and
children than him. So, if what he said was true, We would not punish anyone of
those who had more riches than him and his wealth and riches would not be a
proof of Our love or care for him. Allah the Almighty says: {And it is not your
wealth, nor your children that bring you nearer to Us (i.e. please Allah),
but only he who believes (in the Islamic Monotheism), and does
righteous deeds (will please Us),. as for such, there will be twofold
reward for what they did, and they will reside in the high dwellings
Paradise) in peace and security}. (Saba', 37) and, He says: {Do they think
that in wealth and children with which We enlarge them. We hasten
unto them with good things. Nay, [it is a Fitnah (trial) in this worldly
life so that they will have no share of good things in the Hereafter] but
they perceive not}. (Al-Mu'minun, 55,56). Allah's answer to Qarun's claims
confirms our interpretation of his saying, {This has been given to me only
because of the knowledge I possess}. But as for those who claimed that he
was a chemist or that he knew the Greatest Name of Allah the Almighty and that
he used it to collect wealth, all these are fallacies and not true. For chemistry
cannot change the reality of something, and the Greatest Name is of no effect if
it is pronounced by a disbeliever. And, Qarun was inherently a disbeliever and
apparently a hypocrite. Moreover, the context of the advice given by his people
and his answer to them do not support that claim.

Almighty Allah says: {So he went forth before his people in his pomp},
many interpreters mentioned that he went forth before his people in great
luxuries (servants, clothes and riding animals). When those who were desirous of
the life of the world saw him, they wished to have the same and wondered
"what a great fortune he has!" When their saying reached the ears of the godly
righteous men they said to them: {Woe to you! The Reward of Allah is
better for those who believe and do righteous good deeds}, i.e. the
Reward of Allah in the Hereafter is better and higher than this.

Almighty Allah says: {and this none shall attain except those who are
As-Sabirun (the patient in following the truth)}, i.e. this -advice, saying
and high determination regarding the Hereafter in presence of the joys of this
present life -none shall attain except those who were guided and those whose
hearts were fixed and minds made stable by the Grace of Allah the Almighty.
And, nothing is better than the saying of some of our earlier scholars who said:
"Verily, Allah loves penetrative insight in time of suspicious matters and perfect
reasoning in time of the presence of lusts" .

Allah the Almighty says: {So, We caused the earth to swallow him and his
dwelling place. Then, he had no group or party to help him against
Allah, nor was he one of those who could save themselves}, when Allah
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the Almighty mentioned his setting forth in his pomp, He said {So, We caused
the earth to swallow him and his dwelling place}. As transmitted by Imam
Al-Bukhari, Allah's Prophet (Peace be upon him) said: "While a man was walking,
clad in a two-piece garment and proud of himself with his hair well-combed,
suddenly Allah made him sink into the earth and he will go on sinking into it till
the Day of Resurrection. " (Sahih Al-Bukhari)

Narrated Ibn *Abbas (May Allah be pleased with him) and As-Sadiy that
Qarun gave a prostitute a sum of money to say to Musa (Peace be upon him)
while he is accompanied with other people that he (Musa) committed with her
(adultery). It is said that she did it and consequently, Musa (Peace be upon him)
trembled with fear and he performed two Rak “ahs (bowing in prayer) and then
said to her: By Allah! Tell me, who hired you to do this? She said: It was Qarun
who hired me to do that. Then, she sought Allah's Forgiveness and repented to
Him. Upon that, he (Musa (Peace be upon him)) prostrated himself and invoked
Allah against Qarun. Allah the Almighty revealed to him that He subjugated the
earth to obey him. Musa (Peace be upon him) commanded the earth to swallow
Qarun and his dwelling place. And it was! Allah knows best!

It was also said: That when Qarun went forth before his people in his pomp:
guards, mules and clothes, he passed by Musa (Peace be upon him) while he
was reminding the people of Allah. When the people saw him, the faces of most
of them turned towards him. Musa (Peace be upon him) called him and said:
Why do you do this? Qarun replied saying: O Musa! You have been favored with
Prophethood and I have been favored with riches. If you want, you may go forth
and invoke Allah against me, and I would invoke Him against you. Thereupon,
both of them went forth and Musa (Peace be upon him) said: Would you like to
begin? Qarun said: Yes, and he made his invocations but they were not
answered. When Musa (Peace be upon him) invoked Allah the Almighty against
him saying: O Allah! Command the earth to transgress today. Allah revealed to
him that He did. Then, Musa (Peace be upon him) said: O earth! Take them! And
it took them to their feet. Then, he said: take them! And it took them to their
knees. Then, he said: take them! And it took them to their shoulders. Then, he
said: O earth! Bring their

.riches and treasures! They were brought till they saw them, then Mus