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In the desert of Arabia was Mohammad born, accgrtbnViuslim historians, on April 20, 571. The name
means "highly praised.” He is to me the greatestdramong all the sons of Arabia. He means so much
more than all the poets and kings that precededrhiimt impenetrable desert of red sand.

When he appeared Arabia was a desert-- a nothimigofOhothing a new world was fashioned by the ryigh
spirit of Mohammad -- a new life, a new cultureyaav civilization, a new kingdom which extended from
Morocco to Indies and influenced the thought afeddf three continents -- Asia, Africa and Europe.

When | thought of writing on Mohammad the prophetas a bit hesitant because it was to write about
religion | do not profess and it is a delicate miatd do so for there are many persons professngus
religions and belonging to diverse school of thdwayid denominations even in same religion. Thotgh i
sometimes, claimed that religion is entirely peedgret it can not be gainsaid that it has a tengénc
envelop the whole universe seen as well unsespniehow permeates something or other our heairts, ou
souls, our minds their conscious as well as suboas@nd unconscious levels too. The problem assume
overwhelming importance when there is a deep ctiovi¢hat our past, present and future all hanthiey
soft delicate, tender silked cord. If we furtheppan to be highly sensitive, the center of gramgtyery

likely to be always in a state of extreme tenslaoked at from this point of view, the less saidatbother
religion the better. Let our religions be deeplgden and embedded in the resistance of our innérmos
hearts fortified by unbroken seals on our lips.

But there is another aspect of this problem. Mesliin society. Our lives are bound with the lieésthers
willingly or unwillingly, directly or indirectly. \é eat the food grown in the same soil, drink wdtem the
same the same spring and breathe the same airvifitenstaunchly holding our own views, it would be
helpful, if we try to adjust ourselves to our sumdings, if we also know to some extent, how thedhadur
neighbor moves and what the main springs of hisre&iare. From this angle of vision it is highlysttable
that one should try to know all religions of thendoin the proper sprit, to promote mutual undemnsling
and better appreciation of our neighborhood, imiiedand remote.

Further, our thoughts are not scattered as appds vn the surface. They have got themselvesatiiyst
around a few nuclei in the form of great world gedns and living faiths that guide and motivate lities of
millions that inhabit this earth of ours. It is aluty, in one sense if we have the ideal of evepbeng a
citizen of the world before us, to make a littleeatpt to know the great religions and system ofiogbphy
that have ruled mankind.

In spite of these preliminary remarks, the grounthese field of religion, where there is ofterpaftict
between intellect and emotion is so slippery thm i3 constantly reminded of 'fools that rush ireveh
angels fear to tread.' It is also not so complermfanother point of view. The subject of my writisgabout
the tenets of a religion which is historic andpitephet who is also a historic personality. Evédrostile

critic like Sir William Muir speaking about the lyoQuran says that. "There is probably in the wond
other book which has remained twelve centuries adtlpure text." | may also add Prophet Mohammad is
also a historic personality, every event of whafgehas been most carefully recorded and even thatest
details preserved intact for the posterity. His Bihd works are not wrapped in mystery.

The theory of Islam and Sword for instance is rezrld now frequently in any quarter worth the naiine
principle of Islam that there is no compulsionetigion is well known. Gibbon, a historian of worepute



says, " A pernicious tenet has been imputed to Mwhadans, the duty of extirpating all the religitays
sword". This charge based on ignorance and bigs&ys the eminent historian, is refuted by Quran, b
history of Musalman conquerors and by their puahd legal toleration of Christian worship. The grea
success of Mohammad's life had been effected bgrsheral force, without a stroke of sword.

But in pure self-defence, after repeated effortsaofciliation had utterly failed, circumstancesgdyad him
into the battlefield. But the prophet of Islam cbad the whole strategy of the battlefield. Theltotamber
of casualties in all the wars that took place dyhis lifetime when the whole Arabian Peninsula eam
under his banner, does not exceed a few hundreads But even on the battlefield he taught thetAra
barbarians to pray, to pray not individually, butbngregation to God the Almighty. During the dast
storm of warfare whenever the time for prayer caangl, it comes five times a every day, the congregat
prayer had not to be postponed even on the battdefA party had to be engaged in bowing their Bead
before God while other was engaged with the endtfigr finishing the prayers, the two parties had to
exchange their positions. To the Arabs, who woigttffor forty years on the slight provocation thaat
camel belonging to the guest of one tribe had sttagto the grazing land belonging to other tribd hoth
sides had fought till they lost 70,000 lives in #glreatening the extinction of both the tribesteh furious
Arabs, the Prophet of Islam taught self-control distipline to the extent of praying even on thtlégeld.
In an aged of barbarism, the Battlefield itself vmasnanized and strict instructions were issuedmoheat,
not to break trust, not to mutilate, not to kiktlaild or woman or an old man, not to hew down gbetien nor
burn it, not to cut a fruit tree, not to molest g@rson engaged in worship. His own treatment high
bitterest enemies is the noblest example for Hisviers. At the conquest of Mecca, he stood atztirath
of his power. The city which had refused to listemis mission, which had tortured him and hisdaiérs,
which had driven him and his people into exile afdch had unrelentingly persecuted and boycotted hi
even when he had taken refuge in a place morezb@amiles away, that city now lay at his feet. Bg t
laws of war he could have justly avenged all theetties inflicted on him and his people. But what
treatment did he accord to them? Mohammad's hearefl with affection and he declared "This dayye¢he
is no REPROOF against you and you are all freei$ @ay he proclaimed. "I trample under my feet all
distinctions between man and man, all hatred betwegn and man."

This was one of the chief objects why he permittad in self defense, that is to unite human beiAgsl
when once this object was achieved, even his vemsinies were pardoned. Even those who killed his
beloved uncle, Hamazah, mangled his body, rippedet, even chewed a piece of his liver.

The principles of universal brotherhood and doetwhthe equality of mankind which he proclaimed
represents one very great contribution of Mohamtoatie social uplift of humanity. All great religie
have preached the same doctrine but the prophslaoi had put this theory into actual practice asd
value will be fully recognized, perhaps centurieade, when international consciousness being aweaken
racial prejudices may disappear and greater briotioer of humanity come into existence.

Miss. Sarojini Naidu speaking about this aspedsiaim says, "It was the first religion that preatiaad
practiced democracy; for in the mosque, when thearmet is sounded and the worshipers are gathered
together, the democracy of Islam is embodied five$ a day when the peasant and the king kneebgide
side and proclaim, "God alone is great.” The gpeetess of India continues " | have been struck and
over again by this indivisible unity of Islam thratikes a man instinctively a brother. When you raeet
Egyptian, an Algerian and Indian and a Turk in Lomdit matters not that Egypt is the motherlandrué
and India is the motherland of another."

Mahatma Gandhi, in his inimitable style, says "Same has said that Europeans in South Africa difead
advent Islam-Islam that civilized Spain, Islam tteak the torch light to Morocco and preached ®world
the Gospel of brotherhood. The Europeans of SoféiikaAdread the Advent of Islam. They may claim



equality with the white races. They may well dréad brotherhood is a sin. If it is equality oblored races
then their dread is well founded."

Every year, during the Haj, the world witnesseswiaderful spectacle of this international Exhifmitiof
Islam in leveling all distinctions of race, colardarank. Not only the Europeans, the African, tmabhan,
the Persian, the Indians, the Chinese all meettiegen Medina as members of one divine family, thety
are clad in one dress every person in two sim@egs of white seamless cloth, one piece roundthdHhe
other piece over the shoulders, bare head withouippor ceremony, repeating "Here am | O God; at thy
command; thou art one and alone; Here am 1." Thhes&@remains nothing to differentiate the high fribw
low and every pilgrim carries home the impressibthe international significance of Islam.

In the opinion of Prof. Hurgronje "the league ofioas founded by prophet of Islam put the principle
international unity of human brotherhood on sucliveirsal foundations as to show candle to otheonatf
In the words of same Professor "the fact is thataiton of the world can show a parallel to whidrshas
done the realization of the idea of the League atidwhs.

The prophet of Islam brought the reign of demociiaadys best form. The Caliph Umar, the Caliph &fid
the son inlaw of the prophet, the caliph Mansurhb@d) the son of Caliph Mamun and many other caliphs
and kings had to appear before the judge as osdinan in Islamic courts. Even today we all know hbe
black Negroes were treated by the civilized whaigess. Consider the state of BILAL, a Negro Slanvehe
days of the prophet of Islam nearly 14 centuries adpe office of calling Muslims to prayer was colesed
to be of status in the early days of Islam anda$ wffered to this Negro slave. After the conqoésecca,
the Prophet ordered him to call for prayer andNkgro slave, with his black color and his thiclksligtood
over the roof of the holy mosque at Mecca calledih'ba the most historic and the holiest mosqubén
Islamic world, when some proud Arabs painfully drleud, "Oh, this black Negro Slave, woe be to Hhita.
stands on the roof of holy Ka'ba to call for prayéit that moment, the prophet announced to thddydinis
verse of the holy QURAN for the first time.

"O mankind, surely we have created you, familied t@ibes, so you may know one another. Surely, the
most honorable of you with God is MOST RIGHTEOUS @MG you. Surely, God is Knowing, Aware."

And these words of the holy Quran created suchghtyiransformation that the Caliph of Islam, thegst

of Arabs by birth, offered their daughter in maggao this Negro Slave, and whenever, the secohpiCa

of Islam, known to history as Umar the great, tommander of faithful, saw this Negro slave, he
immediately stood in reverence and welcomed hitHgre come our master; Here come our lord." What a
tremendous change was brought by Quran in the Athbsroudest people at that time on the eartts i€h
the reason why Goethe, the greatest of German,mpetaking about the Holy Quran declared that,sThi
book will go on exercising through all ages a npdent influence.” This is also the reason why @eor
Bernard Shaw says, "If any religion has a chanaelorg over England, say, Europe, within the nE3®
years, it is Islam".

It is this same democratic spirit of Islam that eaipated women from the bondage of man. Sir Charles
Edward Archibald Hamilton says "Islam teaches ttieerent sinlesseness of man. It teaches that ntan an
woman and woman have come from the same esserssegoiie same soul and have been equipped with
equal capabilities for intellectual, spiritual amdral attainments."

The Arabs had a very strong tradition that one adno smite with the spear and can wield the swondlavo
inherit. But Islam came as the defender of the weakx and entitled women to share the inheritafice
their parents. It gave women,centuries ago riglaivafing property, yet it was only 12 centuries latia
1881, that England, supposed to be the cradlerabdeacy adopted this institution of Islam and tbeveas



called "the married woman act", But centuries earlihe Prophet of Islam had proclaimed that "Woiean
twin halves of men. The rights of women are sacBes that women maintained rights granted to them."

Islam is not directly concerned with political amcbnomic systems, but indirectly and in so faragipal
and economic affairs influence man's conduct, @&sday down some very important principles to gover
economic life. According to Prof. Massignon, it m@ins the balance between exaggerated opposiies an
has always in view the building of character whigkhe basis of civilization. This is secured ts/léw of
inheritance, by an organized system of of chantgvikn as Zakat, and by regarding as illegal all-aotial
practices in the economic field like monopoly, yswwecuring of predetermined unearned income and
increments, cornering markets, creating monoptiesgting an artificial scarcity of any commodityarder
to force the prices to rise. Gambling is illegabn@ibution to schools, to places of worship, htapj

digging of wells, opening of orphanages are highett of virtue. Orphanages have sprung for tisé tiime,
it is said, under the teaching of the prophet laints The world owes its orphanages to this prophet was
himself born an orphan. "Good all this" says Carlgbout Mohammad. "The natural voice of humanity,of
pity and equity, dwelling in the heart of this wadn of nature, speaks."

A historian once said a great man should be judhyettiree tests: Was he found to be of true metdliby
contemporaries ? Was he great enough to raise dbewandards of his age ? Did he leave anytlsng a
permanent legacy to the world at large ? Thigiay be further extended but all these three tdsts o
greatness are eminently satisfied to the highegegen case of prophet Mohammad. some illustratain
the last two have already been mentioned.

The first is: Was the Prophet of Islam found tab&ue metel by his contemporaries ?

Historical records show that all the contemporaoielohammad both friends foes, acknowledged the
sterling qualities, the spotless honesty, the nuiotaes, the absolute sincerity and every trustinness of
the apostle of Islam in all walks of life and inegy sphere of human activity. Even the Jews ansethidho
did not believe in his message, adopted him aarbiger in their personal disputes by virtue of pesfect
impartiality. Even those who did not believe in hiessage were forced to say "O Mohammad, we do not
call you a liar, but we deny him who has given gooook and inspired you with a message." They thbug
he was one possessed. They tried violence to @ureBut the best of them saw that a new light had
dawned on him and they hastened him to seek tighéshment. It is a notable feature in the histfry
prophet of Islam that his nearest relation, higbedl cousin and his bosom friends, who know himtmos
intimately, were not thoroughly imbued with thetlrof his mission and were convinced of the gemsss
of his divine inspiration. If these men and womewohle, intelligent, educated and intimately acqtein
with his private life had perceived the slightaghs of deception, fraud, earthliness, or lackaithfin him,
Mohammad's moral hope of regeneration , spirituakaening , and social reform would all have been
foredoomed to a failure and whole edifice wouldéharumbled to pieces in a moment. On the contragy,
find that devotion of his followers was such thatias voluntarily acknowledged as dictator of thieas.
They braved for him persecutions and danger; thestedd, obeyed and honored him even in the most
excruciating torture and severest mental agonyezhlbig excommunication even unto death. Would this
have been so, had they noticed the slightest hduaiglin their master ?

Read the history of the early converts to Island every heart would melt at the sight of the brutal
treatment of innocent Muslim men and women.

Sumayya, an innocent women, is cruelly torn inecps with spears, An example is made of " Yassos&h
legs are tied to two camels and the beast werdrasen in opposite directions”, Khabbab bin Arthmsade
lie down on the bed of burning coal with the bruégis of their merciless tyrant on his breast so e may
not move and this makes even the fat beneath msvsidt.” "Khabban bin Adi is put to death in aeru
manner by mutilation and cutting off his flesh geneal." In the midst of his tortures, being askedther



he did not wish Mohammad in his place while he dsis house with his family, the sufferer cried that
he was gladly prepared to sacrifice himself hisifa@nd children and why was it that these sons and
daughters of Islam not only surrendered to theappet their allegiance but also made a gift ofrthearts
and souls to their master ? Is not the intenshk &mt conviction on part of immediate followers of
Mohammad, the noblest testimony to his sincerity @nhis utter self-absorption in his appointedtas

And these men were not of low station or inferi@mtal caliber. Around him in quite early days, gadu
what was best and noblest in Mecca, its flower@edm, men of position, rank, wealth and cultunel, a
from his own kith and kin, those who knew all abbigt life. All the first four Caliphs, with theiowering
personalities, were converts of this period.

The Encyclopedia Brittanica says that "Mohammatiesmost successful of all Prophets and religious
personalities”.

But the success was not the result of mere accittemas not a hit of fortune. It was a recognitmirfact
that he was found to be true metal by his conteanpes. It was the result of his admirable and all
compelling personality.

The personality of Mohammad! it is most difficudt get into the truth of it. Only a glimpse of itdn catch.
What a dramatic succession of picturesque scemeseTs Mohammad, the prophet, There is Mohammad
the General; Mohammad the King; Mohammad the Warkimhammad the businessman; Mohammad the
preacher; Mohammad the philosopher; Mohammad #tesshan Mohammad the Orator; Mohammad the
reformer; Mohammad the refuge of orphans; MohamthadProtector of Slaves; Mohammad the
emancipator of women; Mohammad the Law-giver; Moimaa the Judge; Mohammad the Saint.

And in all these magnificent roles, in all thespal@ments of human activities, he is like, a hero.

Orphanhood is extreme of helplessness and higgiba this earth began with it; Kingship is the heigf
the material power and it ended with it. From gohan boy to a persecuted refugee and then to atoale
spiritual as well as temporal, of a whole natiod &mbiter of its destinies, with all its trials ateimptations,
with all its vicissitudes and changes, its lightsl shades, its up and downs, its terror and sptehddas
stood the fire of the world and came out unscatbesgrve as a model in every face of life. his
Achievements are not limited to one aspect of big, cover the whole field of human conditions.

If for instance, greatness consist in the purif@abf a nation, steeped in barbarism and immeirsed
absolute moral darkness, that dynamic personatity aas transformed, refined and uplifted an entire
nation, sunk low as the Arabs were, and made thentorch-bearer of civilization and learning, hasrg
claim to greatness. If greatness lies in unifyimg discordant elements of society by ties of brbibed and
charity, the prophet of the desert has got evéleyto this distinction. If greatness consistseforming
those wrapt in degrading and blind superstition ewhicious practices of every kind, the prophdstzm
has wiped out superstitions and irrational feamfitbe hearts of millions. If it lies in displayiftggh morals,
Mohammmad has been admitted by friend and foe asgvh, or the faithful. If a conqueror is a greaam
here is a person who rose from helpless orpharaarimble creature to be the ruler of Arabia, tneaéto
Chosroes and Caesers, one who founded great etingirieas survived all these 14 centuries. If theotien
that a leader commands is the criterion of greatribe prophet's name even today exerts a magimcha
over millions of souls, spread all over the world.

He had not studied philosophy in the school of Athef Rome, Persia, India, or China. Yet, He could
proclaim the highest truths of eternal value to kiaoh llliterate himself, he could yet speak with a
eloquence and fervor which moved men to teargdostof ectacy. Born an orphan blessed with nodiyorl
goods, he was loved by all. He had studied at itamyi academy; yet he could organize his forcesresg



tremendous odds and gained victories through thalnfarces which he marshalled. Gifted men with
genius for preaching are rare. Descartes includegerfect preacher among the rarest kind in thdwo
Hitler in his Mein Kamp has expressed a similanwiéle says "A great theorist is seldom a greatdeatin
Agitator is more likely to posses these qualitlés.will always be a great leader. For leadershipmse
ability to move masses of men. The talents to preddeas has nothing in common with capacity for
leadership." "But", he says, "The Union of thewigirganizer and leader in one man, is the rarest
phenomenon on this earth; Therein consists grematnes

In the person of the Prophet of Islam the world $&en this rarest phenomenon walking on on thé,eart
walking in flesh and blood.

And more wonderful still is what the raverend BosthdSmith remarks, "Head of the state as well as th
Church, he was Caeser and Pope in one; but, hpapeswithout the pope's claims, and Caeser wittihaut
legions of Caeser, without an standing army, witlzobodyguard, without a palace, without a fixed
revenue. If ever any man had the right to sayhkauled by a right divine It was Mohammad, forhael all
the power without instruments and without its suppde cared not for dressing of power. The sinmigyliof
his private life was in keeping with his publicdlif

After the fall of Mecca, more than one million sgaaniles of land lay at his feet, Lord of Arabi&, h
mended his own shoes and coarse woolen garmetitgdntine goats, swept the hearth, kindled thedire
attended the other menial offices of the familye Bmtire town of Medina where he lived grew wealthy
the later days of his life. Everywhere there walsl @md silver in plenty and yet in those days afsperity
many weeks would elapse without a fire being kiddtethe hearth of the king of Arabia, His foodrogi
dates and water. His family would go hugry manyhtsgsuccessively because they could not get armytbin
eat in the evening. He slept on no soften bed bat palm mat, after a long busy day to spend nfdsiso
night in prayer, often bursting with tears befoig dreator to grant him strength to discharge hised. As
the reports go, his voice would get choked with pweg and it would appear as if a cooking pot wasiren
and boiling had commenced. On the very day of @i his only assets were few coins a part of which
went to satisfy a debt and rest was given to aynpetson who came to his house for charity. Ththelwin
which he breathed his last had many patches. Tageiivom where light had spread to the world was in
darkness because there was no oil in the lamp.

Circumstances changed, but the prophet of Godaidim victory or in defeat, in power or in adveysin
affluence or in indigence, he is the same man]atisd the same character. Like all the ways and t#w
God, Prophets of God are unchangeable.

An honest man, as the saying goes, is the noble$t @ God, Mohammad was more than honest. He was
human to the marrow of his bones. Human sympatiwyam love was the music of his soul. To serve man,
to elevate man, to purify man, to educate manvimil to humanize man-this was the object of hission,
the be-all and end all of his life. In thoughtwword, in action he had the good of humanity ashble
inspiration, his sole guiding principle.

He was most unostentatious and selfless to the édnat were the titles he assumed? Only true sepfan
God and His Messenger. Servant first, and thenssemger. A Messenger and prophet like many other
prophets in every part of the world, some knowgdo, many not known you. If one does not believarig
of these truths one ceases to be a Muslim. It ertcle of faith.

"Looking at the circumstances of the time and umlged reverence of his followers" says a westertewri
"the most miraculous thing about Mohammad is, tieabhever claimed the power of working miracles".
Miracles were performed but not to propagate htk fand were attributed entirely to God and his
inscrutable ways. He would plainly say that he wasan like others. He had no treasures of earth or



heaven. Nor did he claim to know the secrets dfltean womb of future. All this was in an age whe
miracles were supposed to be ordinary occurreatéle back and call of the commonest saint, when t
whole atmosphere was surcharged with supernatoraigi\rabia and outside Arabia.

He turned the attention of his followers towards $tudy of nature and its laws, to understand thedn
appreciate the Glory of God. The Quran says "Gdddi create the heavens and the earth and aikthat
between them in play. He did not create them alWath the truth. But most men do not know". Therldo
is not illusion, nor without purpose. It has beesated with the truth. The number of verses ingitiose
observation of nature are several times more thasetthat relate to prayer, fasting, pilgrimage &tqut
together. The Muslim under its influence begantisesve nature closely and this give birth to therdtic
spirit of the observation and experiment which waknown to the Greeks. While the Muslim Botanist Ib
Baitar wrote on Botany after collecting plants frathparts of the world, described by Myer in hiesgh.
der Botanikaa-s, a monument of industry, while Arii traveled for forty years to collect mineraicay
specimens, and Muslim Astronomers made some oligmrsaxtending even over twelve years. Aristotle
wrote on Physics without performing a single expemt, wrote on natural history, carelessly stating
without taking the trouble to ascertain the mosifiable fact that men have more teeth than ani@alen,
the greatest authority on classical anatomy infarthat the lower jaw consists of two bones, a statd
which is accepted unchallenged for centuries titAl Lateef takes the trouble to examine a human
skeleton. After enumerating several such instanBebert Priffault concludes in his well known bddie
making of humanity”, "The debt of our science te firabs does not consist in starting discovers or
revolutionary theories. Science owes a great nwfgabs culture; it owes is existence". The sanigewr
says " The Greeks systematized, generalized antizbd but patient ways of investigation, the
accumulation of positive knowledge, the minute rodthof science, detailed and prolonged observation,
experimental inquiry, were altogether alien to Gresmperament. What we call science arose in Euaspe
result of new methods of investigation, of the metbf experiment, observation, measurement, of the
development of Mathematica in form unknown to thre€ks. That spirit and these methods, concludes the
same author, were introduced into the EuropeandimylArabs.

It is the same practical character of the teacbirigrophet Mohammad that gave birth to the scientif
spirit, that has also sanctified the daily labard the so called mundane affairs. The Quran sats3bd
has created man to worship him but the word workbaga connotation of its own. Gods worship is not
confined to prayer alone, but every act that isedeith the purpose of winning approval of God asébr
the benefit of the humanity comes under its purvislam sanctifies life and all its pursuits prastbthey
are performed with honesty, justice and pure isteihbbliterates the age-long distinction betwten
sacred and profane. The Quran says if you eat ¢theags and thank God for it, it is an act of wapshit is
saying of the prophet of Islam that Morsel of fabdt one places in the mouth of his wife is anchgiirtue
to be rewarded by God. Another tradition of thepPet says "He who is satisfying the desire of leiarh
will be rewarded by God provided the methods adbpte permissible. A person was listening to him
exclaimed 'O Prophet of God, he is answering tlis odpassions, is only satisfying the cravinghaf
heart. Forthwith came the reply, "Had he adoptedwaiul method for the satisfaction of his urge wald
have been punished; then why should he not be daddor following the right course".

This new conception of religion that it should atkvote itself to the betterment of this life rattiean
concern itself exclusively with super mundane affanas led to a new orientation of moral valutss. |
abiding influence on the common relations of madkimthe affairs of every day life, its deep poweer
the masses, its regulation of their conceptiorighfts and duty, its suitability and adaptabilitythe
ignorant savage and the wise philosopher are ctegistc features of the teaching of the Prophdsiaim.

But it should be most carefully born in mind thisess on good actions is not the sacrifice coressrof
faith. While there are various school of thougime @raising faith at the expense of deeds, another
exhausting various acts to the detriment of combetief, Islam is based on correct faith and righte



actions. Means are important as the end and eedssamportant as the means. It is an organic Unity
Together they live and thrive. Separate them ark éecay and die. In Islam faith can not be divdriztem
the action. Right knowledge should be transfernga iight action to produce the right results. Haften

the words came in Quran-- Those who believe angoda thing, they alone shall enter paradise. Agaih
again, not less than fifty times these words apea&ed as if too much stress can not be laid an.the
Contemplation is encouraged but mere contemplagioot the goal. Those who believe and do notharg c
not exist in Islam. These who believe and do wrargjinconceivable. Divine law is the law of effartd

not of ideals. It chalks out for the men the péthternal progress from knowledge to action andhfextion
to satisfaction.

But what is the correct faith from which right actispontaneously proceeds resulting in complete
satisfaction. Here the central doctrine of Islarthis Unity of God. There is no God but God is thep
from which hangs the whole teaching and practickslam. He is unique not only as regards his divine
being but also as regards his divine attributes.

As regards the attributes of God, Islam adopts asiia other things too, the law of golden meaavttids
on the one hand, the view of God which divestdiilime being of every attribute and rejects, ondtieer,
the view which likens him to things material. Thar@n says, On the one hand, there is nothing wkich
like him, on the other , it affirms that he is SegiHearing, Knowing. He is the King who is with@ustain
of fault or deficiency, the mighty ship of His powfoats upon the ocean of justice and equity. $ihe
Beneficent, the Merciful. He is the Guardian ouérlalam does not stop with this positive statetén
adds further which is its most special characierithie negative aspects of problem. There is mbsone
else who is guardian over everything. He is thendeaof every breakage, and no one else is thedrean
of any breakage. He is the restorer of every lasisre one else is the restorer of any loss whatveo-
There is no God but one God, above any need, themoé bodies, creater of souls, the Lord of thg ofa
judgment, and in short, in the words of Quran,ito helong all excellent qualities.

Regarding the position of man in relation to thevdrse, the Quran says "God has made subservigouto
whatever is on the earth or in universe. You asgided to rule over the Universe." But in relattorGod,
the Quran says 'O man God has bestowed on youlexcilculties andhas created life and death toyput
to test in order to see whose actions are goodvlwachas deviated from the right path.'

In spite of free will which he enjoys, to some @tfevery man is born under certain circumstanoes a
continues to live under certain circumstances beyos control. With regard to this God says, actwydo
Islam, it is my will to create any man under coititthat seem best to me. cosmic plans finite nedan
not fully comprehend. But | will certainly test yau prosperity as well in adversity, in health aalhvas in
sickness, in heights as well as in depths. My widyesting differ from man to man, from hour to holn
adversity do not despair and do resort to unlawfeéns. It is but a passing phase. In prosperityotio
forget God. God-gifts are given only as trusts. aoe always on trial, every moment on test. In $pisere
of life there is not to reason why, there is buddocand die. If you live live in accordance withdzand if
you die, die in the path of God. You may call ilafesm. but this type of fatalism is a conditionvigorous
increasing effort, keeping you ever on the aled.not consider this temporal life on earth as the @&f
human existence. There is a life after death aisdeiternal. Life after death is only a connectiok, a door
that opens up hidden reality of life. Every actiorife however insignificant, produces a lastirftget. It is
correctly recorded somehow. Some of the ways of &edknown to you, but many of his ways are hidden
from you. What is hidden in you and from you irsthiorld will be unrolled and laid open before yauhe
next. the virtuous will enjoy the blessing of Gotigh the eye has not seen, nor has the ear heartas it
entered into the hearts of men to conceive of tidymarch onward reaching higher and higher stages
evolution. Those who have wasted opportunity is tifé shall under the inevitable law, which makesry
man taste of what he has done, be subjugateddaraeof treatment of the spiritual disease's wthely
have brought about with their own hands. Bewarig, térrible ordeal. Bodily pain is torture, youndaear



somehow. Spiritual pain is hell, you will find ifn@ost unbearable. Fight in this life itself the dencies of
the spirit prone to evil, tempting to lead you imguities ways. Reach the next stage when tHe sel
accusing sprit in your conscience is awakened la@daoul is anxious to attain moral excellence avdlt
against disobedience. This will lead you to thalfstage of the soul at rest, contented with Godjrig its
happiness and delight in him alone. The soul ncenstumbles. The stage of struggle passes awayh iBrut
victorious and falsehood lays down its arms. Alhgdexes will then be resolved. Your house will het
divided against itself. Your personality will getegrated round the central core of submissioheontill of
God and complete surrender to his divine purpodiehidden energies will then be released. The Huerh
will have peace. God will then address you 'O Thoul that art at rest, and restest fully contemtgh thy
Lord return to thy Lord. He pleased with thee amoltpleased with him; So enter among my servards an
enter into my paradise. This is the final goalrf@n; to become, on the, one hand, the master of the
universe and on the other, to see that his sod$frast in his Lord, that not only his Lord will pkeased
with him but that he is also pleased with his LaZdntentment, complete contentment, satisfaction,
complete satisfaction, peace, complete peace.dMeedf God is his food at this stage and he driddep at
the fountain of life. Sorrow and defeat do not eweelm him and success does not find him in vain and
exulting.

The western nations are only trying to become thstar of the Universe. But their souls have nohtbu
peace and rest.

Thomas Carlyle, struck by this philosophy of lifetes "and then also Islam-that we must submit ool;G
that our whole strength lies in resigned submisgiodim, whatsoever he does to us, the thing hdstm
us, even if death and worse than death, shall bd,gall be best; we resign ourselves to God."sEHme
author continues "If this be Islam, says Goetheywdamot all live in Islam? Carlyle himself answéhis
guestion of Goethe and says "Yes, all of us the¢ lzany moral life, we all live so. This is yet thighest
wisdom that heaven has revealed to our earth.”

* pbuh - Peace be upon him; It is a Muslim practiseonvey prayers of peace whenever the name of
Prophet Muhammad (pbuh) and other prophets is taken

http://saif w.tripod.com/explore/iman/muhammad/muah@ad the prophet.htm




